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Lent and Jet Engines
A few weeks back, during our ‘Men’s Morning Crew’ breakfast on a Saturday morning, Ken Olsen brought in a jet engine to show us.  He spelled out the specifics, all the parts and pieces involved in building and operating a small jet engine to fly model airplanes.  I know very little about this amazing hobby Ken has been sharing (and having a whole lot of fun with!) from the time he was a kid.  But the technology and sophistication in flying model airplanes, for fun and for competition for Ken, maybe feels for some of us more true this Lenten season, than even in Lenten seasons of the past.  (Thank you, Ken, for the meaningful metaphor in this article!)
Sometimes, life seems to be going faster and faster.  Crammed schedules, taking on more than one should, little time to slow down and rest and reflect, many demands placed on us in our lives – who’s piloting all of it?  It’s easy to feel like our lives are supposed to be powered by high-octane jet fuel.  Like we’re supposed to rush from task to task, surrounded by a roar of constant communication, to-do lists, and high-speed demands.  Something has probably gone off course if it seems there’s more chaos than not… if it’s harder and harder to find our balance in life…
Lent, which goes through all of March this year, is the church’s invitation to break that cycle.  If it’s helpful, you can think of Lent as a ‘maintenance check’ for the soul.  Spending time in quiet prayer connecting with God, fasting and giving up something that gets in the way of our relationship with God, almsgiving and sharing resources for ones in need – knowing Christ’s bear the image of the one in need – can help recalibrate our lives, our souls, our interior life.  Simply, we aim to let God in… more and more. 
We live in an impatient world, a demanding world.  Maybe we need to reduce our speed in these days and weeks ahead.  Maybe we reduce the noise around us, or take time away from social media, pull back from distractions, and frantic scheduling, and dwell in Truth for a while.  Maybe we have too much worry, too many distractions, or too much in the way of possessions and such.  Our world seems to calling out, “We need deeper souls…”
We don’t have to break our soul’s engine to find peace.  We simply slow down, and let God guide us to the joy of resurrection at Easter.  So, let’s pull back.  Let’s reflect.  Let’s give ourselves the permission we need to draw our focus to the freeing peace Christ gives to us… our souls… at peace, at one, made alive.  Maybe spend five minutes in quiet, contemplative prayer a day.  Maybe trying reading one Psalm a day.  Maybe, instead of eating out, share that money saved to a favorite charity.  The sky’s the limit.  Christ is our aim.  Let God pilot us, the way the One who knows us completely, does just that.  
Grateful for you,
Pastor Matt Wheeler +


First Communion, Learning Together
“Whenever you share this bread and cup, I will be with you, feeding you, loving you, forgiving you.”  There is a place for you at God’s Table!  (‘A Place for You’ first communion booklet by Daniel Erlander.)  All fourth and fifth graders and their parents/grandparents/adults are most welcome to join Pastor Matt for First Communion faith formation and learning, leading up to Maundy Thursday’s service, where first communicants will be able to receive Communion, the Real Presence of Christ (April 2nd).  Come join us in the Parish House (Youth Group Room) the following Wednesday nights for prayer, conversation, and learning together:
+ March 18, 5-6pm     + March 25, 5-6pm      + April 1, 5-6pm
+ Maundy Thursday, April 2nd, First Communion celebrated, 7pm


Bake, Play, Learn, Build, Create – Finding Faith in Everyday Things!
This Lenten season, we’re trying something a little different at St. John’s.  Instead of just “giving something up,” we invite you to take something up – a new skill, a new hobby, and a new way of seeing God in the ordinary.  
You’re most welcome to join us for our Sunday night Lenten series: “Finding Faith in Everyday Things.”  Have you ever wondered how carefully decorating a cake relates to the spiritual gift of patience?  Or how the different notes of an instrument, like playing bells or chimes, can teach us about harmony in community?  We’ll meet on Sunday nights to learn new skills, from yoga to possibilities with woodworking, while reflecting on how God is present in our daily lives.  
Come learn, laugh, and grow in faith.  All are welcome, all ages and beliefs and backgrounds.  No experience necessary!  Many thanks to Lori Turner who got things started on February 22nd, decorating cakes, “Sweet Reflections!”  Here’s the schedule below the rest of the way…
March 1st, “Chime Time,” Learn how to play bells and chimes with Bette Kaltenbach, 5-6pm (dinner from 6-6:30pm together)
March 8th, “Hammers and Hope,” Learn home improvement skills with Bob Kusmer, 5-6pm (dinner from 6-6:30pm together)
March 15th, “Grace and Grounding,” Learn Basic Yoga with Marsha Guffey, certified yoga instructor, 5-6pm (dinner from 6-6:30pm together)
March 22nd, “Knead-ed for the Soul,” Learn how to bake bread with Steve Hottinger, 5-6pm (dinner from 6-6:30pm together)
We’ll have sign-up sheets in the foyers by the entrances to the sanctuary.  Everyone is welcome to participate!



Bible and Brewed Awakenings
Coming up on Saturday, March 28th, from 9:30am to 10:30am, Pastor Matt will be leading a study together over doughnuts and coffee.  Last month we studied “Origins of the Bible.”  The folks who gather together get to choose the next topic of the study for the following month.  (As I’m writing this, we haven’t had a chance yet to meet in February!  So, I don’t know the topic just yet for March’s gathering!  But we’ll announce it on Thursday nights and Sunday mornings in March, leading up to the 28th.) We learn and grow together in conversation.  We’ll gather in the auditorium/fellowship hall of the Parish House.  No experience necessary.  Come on out and join us!
Confirmation Day-Retreat
Hey, Confirmation youth and families! Come worship, serve, befriend, and accompany one another with Bishop Daniel Beaudoin for a day-retreat in Gibsonburg.  ‘The Way of Love Confirmation Retreat,’ with other Confirmation youth who worship and serve with ELCA churches in our neck of the woods, is coming up very soon.  Here’s the scoop!
+ When? Sunday, March 22nd, 9am to 1:30pm
+ Where? We’ll gather at Zion Lutheran Church in Gibsonburg located at 500 S. Brentwood Dr. in Gibsonburg
+ Who’s coming?  All our confirmation youth, parents and families are invited that Sunday morning and afternoon.  (Yeah… we’re gathering with the people of Zion in Gibsonburg that Sunday morning.  Come!)
+ What will we be doing?  We’ll gather for a youth-led worship service that begins at 9am at Zion, have breakfast and lunch that day, have a Bible study with Bishop Daniel, and a service project, and lots of learning, fun, faith, and doing some good in the world.
+ What should I bring? A non-perishable food item for our service project that day and $5 per person (if possible) to help offset costs for food.  
Thirsty Theologians 
A chance to gather for conversation, fellowship and friendship, and ask the pastor whatever question of life and faith which is maybe weighing on you. ‘What’s the difference between Lutheran denominations?’  ‘What’s up with that mysterious Book of Revelation?’  ‘How do I relate to people and friends who have a different belief system than my own?’  These are a few of the questions that have come up on these Tuesday nights together.  We gather over at the 818 Restaurant (located at 818 Croghan St., a couple of blocks from the church) on Tuesday March 24th, 7-8:30pm.  Folks might order a meal off the menu, enjoy an adult beverage, the pastor sometimes brings his kids to hang out, too… and we always strive to tip our table-server well to let them know they’re appreciated!  Everybody’s welcome! Please RSVP to Tom Fishbaugh at 419-680-4707, so he can save you a seat! 


Mid-Week Lenten Services, Thursday Nights
Lent, with its focus on repentance and renewal, is one of the most self-reflective seasons of the church year.  It’s a season set apart from other times of the year, as we pray and contemplate the ongoing meaning of Jesus’ death and resurrection for our lives and world, hearing God’s promise of forgiveness, and tasting God’s mercy in the bread of life.  
Collaborating and teaming up with our LIFT partners (LIFT stands for ‘Living in Faith Together’ – our team of churches who come together for ministry and mission) our theme for mid-week Lenten services this year is “Behold the Tree.”  We’ll explore and reflect on certain trees of the Bible (yeah… the Bible talks a lot about trees, from cover to cover… and the cross of Christ, Jesus dies on a tree…)  Each Thursday evening at St. John’s will begin with dinner and a time of fellowship at 6:00pm in the auditorium of the Parish Hall.  Worship will begin at 7:00pm in the sanctuary.  (See the schedule below.)  
++ St. John’s Mid-Week Lenten Schedule on Thursday Nights ++
Thursday, March 5th 7:00pm – Trees by the River of Water” – Homily from Pastor Andrea Thurston of Hayes Memorial and Trinity United Methodist Churches (Dinner at 6:00pm in the auditorium of the Parish Hall being offered by Pastor Matt.)
Thursday, March 12th 7:00pm – Zacchaeus’ Sycamore – Homily from Synodically Authorized Minister (SAM) Maureen Pump of St. Mark Lutheran Church (Dinner at 6:00pm offered by our Deacons Team)
Thursday, March 19th 7:00pm – The Oaks of Mamre – Homily from Pastor C.J. Bailey of Grace Lutheran Church (Dinner at 6:00pm offered by Altar Care Team)
Thursday, March 26th, 7:00pm – The Burning Bush – Homily from Pastor Matt Wheeler, St. John’s Lutheran Church (Dinner at 6:00pm offered by our Trustees Team)

Looking Ahead to Early April… Holy Week Schedule Coming Up
Maundy Thursday, April 2nd, 7pm
	First Communion for young ones and their families
Good Friday, April 3rd, 7pm 
Tenebrae service, Quiet and Contemplative service, Reflections on the Seven Last Words from the Cross with some Taize music, too.
*** As I’m writing this, there’s a possibility for a community Good Friday service hosted by our friends with Grace Lutheran Church in Fremont.  More to come in the days coming up.
Easter Sunday, April 5th
	Easter SonRise service, 6:30am, youth-led, bright and early!
	Easter Sunday Breakfast, 7:00am, in the auditorium of the Parish House
	Easter Sunday Traditional Services, 8am and 10:30am



March Birthdays- Joel Boling, Anderson Hirt, Debbie Cummings, Marcia Dlugoleski, Dave                                                                               Goodman, Justin Smith, Pam Bower, Carol Biehler, Lucy Miller, Addie Weiker, Kayla Schwochow, Abram Hirt, Cindy Reed, Jody Bower, Bonnie Serfozo, Joy James, Nikeleia Wilson, Claire Schwochow, Katrina Weickert, Vaughn Hetrick, Rhonda Pence, Connie Warner.   
March Anniversaries- Jerry & Pam Bower, Adam & Andrea Hirt, Carl & Karen Schwochow, Damian & Whitney Heminger, Scott & Marsha Williams.
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From the family of Terry Reed- Pastor Matt, Karen and all the ladies in the kitchen- Thank you for a beautiful service and the amazing luncheon.  Dad would have been proud-Michelle Billow 
From the Fremont City Schools- Thank you for your donation of gloves, hats and scarves.  Your involvement in our schools is a positive step in making good schools even better. 
From Fremont NAACP- Thank you for opening the doors of your church to accommodate us for our annual breakfast.  We are so very grateful.  Your congregation have truly blessed us. 

LUTHER LUNCH BUNCH – On Wednesday, March 18th Luther Lunch Bunch will meet at 12:30 PM at the VFW here is Fremont.  Call Carol or the office to let us know if you will be joining us.  

Women’s News
 Thank you for your generous support of our recent quilt raffles and cookie sale.  We 
were able to donate $300 to Luther Home of Mercy, Williston and $300 to Lutheran Social Services.


BAKE SALE
Everyone is welcome to provide baked items for our Bake Sale on Palm Sunday, March 29th after both worship services.  Baked items may be dropped off on Saturday March 28th between 10am and 2pm.  The drop off area and sale will be held in the hallway between the Youth Room and the Lounge.  All types of baked goods are welcome.  Cookies, muffins, coffee cakes, breads tend to be the most desired.  Thank you in advance for your support.  PLEASE ADD - Label your items including if it contains nuts or peanut butter.


COOKBOOKS
26 cookbooks remain.  They may be purchased for $12.00 from the church office or by contacting Debbie Schiets 419-680-8491 or dschiets@yahoo.com.








Youth News!!
[image: ]There’s a fresh spark of excitement in our church hallways this month as the Youth Ministry proudly unveils its brand‑new logo for 2026. What began as a simple brainstorming session grew into a full creative project…a project that reflects their faith, their identity, and their impact on the future of the youth group!
The new logo will appear on youth group T‑shirts and possible digital platforms throughout 2026. But more than a graphic, it represents a renewed sense of purpose and says that this youth group is “TUFF!”
We invite the entire congregation to celebrate this milestone with our teens. Their creativity, teamwork, and spiritual maturity are a blessing to our church family, and we look forward to seeing how God continues to shape their journey in their future.

Join us on Easter Sunday as we welcome the resurrection of Jesus! T.U.F.F will lead a special Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m., offering prayer, connection, and reflections as we celebrate Easter!
Immediately following the service, everyone is invited to enjoy a delicious Easter breakfast at 7:00 a.m. It’s a wonderful opportunity to share a meal, connect with one another, and continue the joy of the morning!
We look forward to celebrating this meaningful start to Easter with you!
 - Joshua Bower and Keisa Schwochow

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS: 
The Sub Sale- Thank you to everyone who helped organize and purchased subs on February 8th. The event raised $538.00, which will directly support the Sunday School Program.
Vacation Bible School: Save the Date: June 22-25 St. John’s is planning to host Vacation Bible School from June 22–25th. More details about the program will be shared soon.






Men’s Morning Crew
Join Us for a Fun-Filled Saturday Morning!
Men, let’s come together with our friends from St. John’s Lutheran Church for an exciting morning of games, community activities, laughter, and fellowship. All ages are welcome!
This men’s group has been started to provide you with a safe space to connect and support one another Spiritually and Emotionally while growing in our Faith together.
· When: Meetings are held every 3rd Saturday of Every Month 
· Next Meeting: March 21, 2026 
· Time: 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM (?) – Times are approximate 
· Location: Parish House Auditorium – 2nd Floor of Saint John’s Lutheran Church 
Enjoy board games, card games, and community activities. Don’t miss out on the fun and fellowship - invite your friends!
Donuts, Coffee and Juice will be Provided.
For more information, contact Brian Cummings at
 (419) 765-4687.


Easter Lily Sale
Sponsored by St. John’s Women 
 All proceeds will be used to purchase Altar flowers on occasions when no one sponsors flowers.
Please fill in order blank below and return it to the Church Office- Payment must accompany all orders. (Make checks payable to St. John’s)
No. of Lilies @$13.00 each___ Enclosed___
Order deadline is March 8th   
Name _________________________________
In loving memory of (Deceased)_________________
In honor of (Living) ___________________________
To the Glory of God___________________________

MARCH DATES TO REMEMBER!! 
March 1st – Noisy Offering
March 3rd –9:30 AM-Women of the Church Board
		6:00 PM-Executive Board                                                            
March 5th –12:30 PM-LunchaBLEs at Ravias
March 8th- Daylight Savings Time Begins-Spring ahead
		12:30 PM-LIFT Board Meeting
March 9th –5:30 PM-Abigail Circle
March 11th –6:00 PM-Church Council
March 15th – 1:00 PM-Dartball Playoffs
March 18th- 12:30 PM-Luther Lunch Bunch at VFW
		5:00-6:00 PM-First Communion Class
March 21st -  9:00 AM- Men’s Morning Crew
March 22nd –9:00-1:00 Confirmation Retreat at Gibsonburg
1:00 PM-Dartball Tournament
March 24th – 7:00 PM- Thirsty Theologians-818 Club
March 25th- 5:00-6:00 PM-First Communion Class 
March 28th- 9:30 AM- Bible and Brewed Awakenings
		10:00-2:00 PM-Bake Sale Donations Dropped off.
March 29th- Palm Sunday
		Bake Sale in Parish House Main floor Hallway

Faith Filled Travelers Trips
Faith Filled Travelers, led by Yvonne Vogle from Faith Lutheran, has organized four exciting trips for 2026. For more information about these adventures, you can find a flyer on the bulletin board near the office. If you are interested in participating, please contact Faith Lutheran.
June 26: Gardens and Castles
Join us for a delightful excursion to Gambier and Loudonville, Ohio, where you will explore beautiful gardens and a majestic castle.
July 14: Adventures in Columbus
Experience a mystery trip in the morning, followed by a guided tour of the Ohio State Stadium in the afternoon. 
August 9–14: New York — Days on the St. Lawrence River
Spend several days enjoying the scenic St. Lawrence River, including visits to Chautauqua, the 1000 Islands, and Jamestown. This trip offers a blend of natural beauty and cultural attractions.  
October 12–15: Shows, U.S. History, the Promised Land & More
During this eventful journey, you will attend the production of "Joshua" at the Sight and Sound Theatre, enjoy the comedy show "Ryan + and Friends," and explore various historical sites in Maryland.
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