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On the Way Together…
Some of us are maybe feeling the realities of Holy Week a little more intensely in our lives this early part of April.  Holy Week is more than just a set of services on the calendar, of course.  It’s our very lives there on the Altar… it’s our hearts that are bent around and around, folded from palm branches into crosses… it’s our very existence that begins to breathe again with new life with the promise of Resurrection unfolding.  We walk with Jesus in these early spring days, this transformative journey with Christ.  From betrayal and the sting of Maundy Thursday… to the loss, emptiness, and chills of Good Friday… to all things somehow (only with God) being made new and the mystery that comes and shocks the world with good news on Easter Sunday… we move together through the shadows and into the light this season.
C.S. Lewis wrote once, “I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen, not only because I see it, but because by it, I see everything else.”  (“Is Theology Poetry?” A paper Lewis wrote in 1945).  Holy Week is the greatest mystery and paradox our lives can barely contain.   Well… no… we can’t contain it… we die to live… we bless ones who persecute us… we forgive in order to be forgiven… we celebrate and rejoice in a broken and scarred world.  How do we hold these truths in our lives?  What do we do with these truths?  How do we respond to the invitation to see everything and everyone, including our own selves, through this lens of an empty cross?
I think… maybe… I’m beginning to see like that.  With so much that can trouble the mind, heart, and soul… so much that troubles our world… what goes on for us, or our friends’ lives, families, neighbors… maybe we can have the courage to enter into the tension of this holy time together, waiting for God to show us beautiful, and profound, new ways of life… to wait for more light, more wisdom, more life… to wait for Christ… to feel what we feel, to know we are not alone… to know we’re all invited to journey this Paschal Mystery from death to new life.  
And from the foot of the cross, together, with all in need… we pray, and even sing out together – may the joy and peace of the Crucified and Risen One fill our homes, our hearts, our world…
On the Way with you,
Pastor Matt Wheeler +
Palm Sunday- March 29th
Worship 8:00 &10:30 AM.
Sunday School Procession/Song
Maundy Thursday-April 2nd
Worship at 7:00 PM-1st Communion
Good Friday-April 3rd
Noon-3:00 PM-Community Service at Grace Lutheran 
Tenebrae Service at 7:00 PM.
Easter Sunday-April 5th 
6:30 AM-Sunrise Service
7:00 AM-Easter Breakfast
8:00 & 10:30 AM Worship Service.
FIRST COMMUNION: MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 2ND
Over the last few Wednesday evenings in Lent, ten of our young people of faith (and parents and children’s ministry coordinators, too!), have been learning together about this Holy Meal – Holy Communion – a very special meal for all people. We’ve been reading together from Daniel Erlander’s booklet, “A Place for You” on these Wednesday evenings.  And on Maundy Thursday, April 2nd, (7pm), we get to invite these amazing young people of faith to receive from God’s Table for first Communion.  What a holy and delightful thing!  
On Maundy Thursday, we welcome to God’s Table together: Lyla Balkovec, Tucker Balkovec, Abbott Boroff, Lucy Kensler, Teagan McCarthy, Gabi McNalley, Christian Rojas, Cooper Schwochow, Hannah Wheeler, and Levi Wheeler.  God loves you!!  Welcome!!

SOUL SONGS AND CELEBRATION – EASTER CELEBRATION
Music is a gift from God.  It brings light and peace to our lives and relationships.  God is with us in music!  On Easter Sunday morning in the sanctuary, April 5th, from 10:00am-10:20am, with Adam Sendelbach playing a few contemporary worship songs on the guitar, we’ll have a time of “Soul Songs and Celebration,” leading up to the 10:30am service.  This informal time of gathering before the 10:30am worship service is an opportunity for all of God’s people to share, gather, and prepare for Easter morning worship.  Rejoice!  Many thanks to Adam!  Come and share!  
                         LunchaBLEs
                        We will meet on Thursday, April 9th (because of Holy Week) in the Meet & Greet Room in 
                      the Parish House.  You are invited to bring your own lunch and come at noon, and then our 
                     Bible Study will begin at 12:30 PM.  
Bible and Brewed Awakenings
From beginners to lifelong learners, come and learn together for our next Saturday morning study for everyone.  We call it Bible and Brewed Awakenings.  We’ll gather Saturday, April 25th, 9:30am to 10:30am for our next study.  It’s a relaxed and open space, full of conversation and learning together.  We’ve been learning during the last couple of gatherings about the origins of the Bible.  The group always gets to choose the topic of study for the next time we meet.  (As I’m writing this, I’m not sure what the group will choose next! We’ll announce it though, and everyone’s welcome!  Great people!  Great learning!  Great stuff!)
Peace to you!  Pastor Matt +






GRACE AND GRATITUDE NOTES IN LENT:
Many thanks to all the youth (and parents/grandparents, too!) who came on out for bowling on a Saturday night, a few weeks back at Plaza Lanes.  Pizza, pop, and some glow-bowling strikes!  (And maybe a few gutter-balls, too!) Lots of laughter!  Great times!  Thanks, all!!
Many thanks as well to Lori Turner, Bette Kaltenbach, Bob Kusmer, Marsha Guffey, and Steve Hottinger for teaching us a whole range of new skills during the Lenten season!  (Cake decorating, playing bells and chimes, home improvement skills, basic and chair yoga, and baking bread!) For Chrissy Wheeler, Pam Schlipf, and Bette Kaltenbach, sharing meals on Sunday nights for us, so tasty!  You all made Sunday nights in Lent so rewarding!  We’re grateful for each person who shared and attended, learning and enjoying fellowship together!
Lent and Holy Week are especially busy days for church musicians and artists!  So much gratitude for Robby Edwards and Jen Kauffman for the amazing music ministry they share in our worship life together.  (Wow!) 
For our choir, beautiful anthems on Sunday mornings!  Thank you for lifting your voices in sacred song!  Amazing!  We lift our hearts with you!
For Richard Morgan and Bonnie Daniels, sharing tremendously beautiful music each Wednesday for our Prayer at Mid-Day service.  You enrich our souls!  Thank you!  Awesome!
For Bette Kaltenbach and our whole host of bell choir members, you are so inspiring!  You are held in prayer of thanks and praise.  Thank you!
For Jeanne Morgan, who’s been adding to her beautiful portrait, her painting each Thursday night in Lent for our mid-week Lenten theme, “Behold the Tree,” behind the baptismal font in the sanctuary… it’s beautiful!  What an offering!  So grateful for you!
For our whole Altar Care Team, beautifying the sanctuary and setting the Table for us to receive the Real Presence of Christ…. you are so appreciated!  How can we begin to thank you?!  (You give us Christ!!)
From our teams cooking dinner on Thursday nights… and guest preachers (Pastor Andrea, Pastor C.J., Maureen, and Hannah)…. From amazing sound and tech folks in the booth up in the balcony, to bulletin preparers (thank you, Karen!), to custodians (Mike and Maury!), to our lay readers on Sundays, to door greeters and welcomers (Deb, you do an amazing service organizing these amazing personalities to help welcome everyone!), to newcomers just getting acquainted with folks bringing such spirit and hope, and lay preachers and lay worship assistants like Debbie Cummings, Chad Schwochow, and Terry Wilhelm, and so, so many – you are so deeply appreciated!  
My apologies… we could write up a whole book of all the people to thank during this meaningful season together!  I apologize, I’m sure I’m leaving out names, and I’m running out of space and time! Thanks be to God for you though – for each of you!  For your serving, and sharing, your presence, your encouragement, and worship, and care – each person is a part of our ministry together in the Body of Christ!  For each person, from the youngest to the eldest, you are seen and deeply valued by God, and God’s people.  Thank you for all you do, all you share, and all you are!  You enrich our life together in tremendous ways!
ST. JOHN’S: ALL HEART
“We are what God has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.”  (Ephesians 2:10)
At St. John’s, we try to look beyond numbers, and go deeper – to see people, possibilities, and 
opportunities to be God’s good news for our neighbors.  Our leadership wishes to thank you 
for your generosity.  In this season of abundant growth and newness of life, please know your 
giving strengthens our community with the love of Christ in too many ways to count.  Thank you! 
 Grace and peace to you always!  

April Birthdays- Joe Albrechta, Isobel Willey, Dawn Havens, Jacob Smith, Mike Sadowski, Josh Tooman, Lois Waggoner, Debbie Baker, Brenda Hawk, Pat Myers, Tom Fishbaugh, Logan Schwochow, Josh Bower, Jerry Bower, Connie Fishbaugh, Coal Schwochow, Meredith Williams, Mary Lou Baker, Joyce King, Doug Morris, Damian Heminger, Tannah Bower, Sandi Loew, Stevie Baker, Rose Michel, Tami Hottinger, Enice Boedeker, Norm Kraak, Michele Gulau. 
April Anniversaries-Bill & Gail Ebert, Phil & Cindy Tooman, Phil & Linda Willis, Mike & Sue Sadowski, Mike & Connie Smith, Sam & Dawn Havens.
[bookmark: _Hlk166838246][bookmark: _Hlk111623653]Highlights from March’s St. John’s Council Leadership Meeting
A few things on the horizon: 	
Deacons are planning a Mother’s Day luncheon, Sunday May, 10th.
Trustees are looking into spring landscaping around the church (with amazing volunteers!)
Elders are offering a helping hand for Vacation Bible School planned in June.
Youth Ministry Coordinators (Josh Bower and Keisa Schwochow) are planning a possible summer mission trip for teens, coming up with some cool logos, and planning Easter Sunday’s sunrise service.
We welcomed dear Julia Smith formally into our life together at St. John’s, baptizing her in Christ, in February.  (Many thanks to Josh, Ally, and Nora – dad, mom, and big sister, and the whole Smith family!)
Average Weekly Attendance in February: 173 people (in-person); 40 people (estimated, online)
Financial Report
Year End Tallies for 2025:
+ Total Giving to St. John’s in 2025 (regular giving and income from rent): $365,004.76
+ Total Giving from St. John’s Endowment in 2025 for Ministry/Charity: $33,500
+ Total Expenditures in 2025: $361,709.25
+Total Net Income in 2025:  $3,295.51

St. John’s – Weaving Life and Faith Together with One Another
Thinking… or praying… or talking… or wondering… about the possibility of joining St. John’s?  Or maybe going deeper in the life of St. John’s in some way?  Or maybe you’ve got an idea – something new – some kind of hope or aspiration for the life of St. John’s on the road ahead together… Or, maybe you just want some company to hang out with on a Sunday afternoon coming up this month… What fantastic and awesome things to share, and wonder, and talk about together!  
If any of this seems like you, you’re more than welcome to come meet up with Pastor Matt and Chrissy, and kiddos, at Dairy Queen on Oak Harbor Road at 4pm, Sunday, April 19th.  Bring a friend.  Bring family.  Hang out.  Pastor Matt, who’s admittedly a glutton for Dairy Queen smoothies, is more than glad to buy you a cone of ice cream (or your dessert of choice!) if you wish.  We’ll gather at 4pm, Dairy Queen, 1312 Oak Harbor Rd., Fremont.  Come!  Let’s weave life and faith together!



Thirsty Theologians 
Do you have one of those God-questions for the pastor?  Or for others?  Or looking for fellowship and friendship on a Tuesday evening?  Or maybe a bit of all these things?  Come gather with us on April 28th, 7pm, at 818 Restaurant and Lounge a couple of blocks from the church.  Send a message over to Tom Fishbaugh, tfish@fishbaugh.com, to RSVP, and we’ll make sure there’s a seat for you.  We have two rules.  First, we have no more than one adult beverage (keep things safe!) Second, we tip our table servers well.  (They do a lot for us!  Best practices make for healthy habits!)
And of course, all the implied rules apply too – rules like welcoming people, being respectful and caring for one another’s beliefs, and seeking to foster greater understanding with one another… even ones who may think or believe differently than our own selves.  These evenings are always a whole lot of fun!  Come!  
We usually finish up by about 8:30pm.  Kohler’s 818 Restaurant is located at 818 Croghan St., in Fremont.  
   
LUTHER LUNCH BUNCH – On Wednesday, April 15th join us at Elroy’s Deli Market, 105 S. Front Street, at 12:30 PM here in Fremont.  Call Carol or the office to let us know if you will be joining us.  


MEN’S MORNING CREW
Hey guys!  Looking for a great way to kick off the weekend?  It’s okay to put down the to-do list for an hour, and enjoy a morning of fellowship and good conversation!  Our next men’s group gathering is scheduled for Saturday, April 18th, 9am to 10am.  We’ll meet in the auditorium of the Parish House.  There will be coffee, doughnuts, and some card games.  You don’t have to be a euchre expert, or a gin rummy champ to come.  No formal agenda or prep work.  Just come and enjoy good company.  It would be fantastic to see you there! +For more information, contact Brian Cummings at (419) 765-4687.)



LANDSCAPING COMMITTEE
WE’re looking for some volunteers to help keep up the landscaping around the church property, mostly weeding and watering.  If you would be able to help, please contact Connie Warner by the end of April.








Youth News!!
SCHOLOARSHIP FUND-Applications for Scholarship requests are now being accepted.  The application to apply and the completed application may be picked up and dropped off at the church office.  First-time Applicants: must be a confirmed St. John’s member for a minimum of two years, be active in the life of the church, and are graduating or have graduated from high school within the last five years.  The application, proof of enrollment in a facility of advanced eduation is required.  Applications must be submitted by May 15, 2026.  The Scholarships will be awarded in June, 2026. 

High School Graduates- please get your senior pictures and information about your plans for the future to the church office by May 22nd so we can include it in our next newsletter.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS: 
First Communion: Congratulations to the following students who will celebrate their First Communion on Maundy Thursday, April 2 at 7 pm.  They are:  Lyla Balkovec, Tucker Balkovec, Abbott Boroff, Lucy Kensler, Gabi McNalley, Teagan McCarthy, Christian Rojas, Cooper Schwochow, Hannah Wheeler, and Levi Wheeler. 
Vacation Bible School: Save the Date: June 22-25
St. John’s is planning to host VBS from June 22–25th. Our theme is: Just Like Me - Digging in & Growing Deep.   Our lessons will relate to a gardening theme and will be from the New Testament. 

Sunday Night Movie Night, April 26th 5:30-7:30pm
Life gets to be pretty fast!  So, let’s take a Sunday night and slow down, enjoying a family movie night together.  We have a church movie night coming up, and we’d absolutely love to have you there!  Pizza, popcorn… and our motion picture?  Disney’s “Toy Story,” from 1995.  Woody, Andy, Buzz Light Year… all the classic characters.  Bring a friend!  Bring the family!  Bring yourself!  We’ll gather up in the auditorium of the Parish House, and enjoy a fun night of friendship, laughter, and a great movie for all ages!


APRIL DATES TO REMEMBER!! 
April 1st- 5:00-6:00 PM-1st Communion Class
April 2nd – Maundy Thursday-7:00 PM Worship Service
April 3rd –Good Friday- Noon-3:00 PM-Community Service-Grace
		7:00 PM-Tenebrae Service
April 5th –Easter Sunday
	6:30 AM-Sunrise Service
	7:00 AM-Breakfast
	8:00 & 10:30 AM- Worship Service-Noisy Offering
April 6th- Church Office Closed
April 7th –9:30 AM-Women of the Church Board Meeting
6:00 PM-Executive Board
April 8th –9:00 AM-Sewing Group
6:00 PM-Church Council
April 9th- 12:00 PM-LunchaBLEs- Meet and Greet Room 
April 13th -  5:30 PM-Abigail Circle
April 15th –12:30 PM-Luther Lunch
April 18th – 9:00 AM- Men’s Morning Crew
April 22nd- 9:00 AM- Sewing Group
April 25th- 9:30 AM- Bible & Brewed Awakenings 
April 26th – 5:30 PM-Movie Night-Toy Story
April 28th- 7:00 PM-Thirsty Theologians 

St. John’s…
Our mission: Loving God, loving others, growing together through Christ!
Our website: stjohns-fremont.org
Like and follow us on Facebook: St. John’s Lutheran Church, Fremont, OH
(Still working on that YouTube channel!  One day… one day!!)











