[bookmark: _Hlk95373559][bookmark: _Hlk496085231][bookmark: _Hlk535395752][bookmark: _Hlk950680][bookmark: _Hlk8221747][bookmark: _Hlk58480797][bookmark: _Hlk111624005][bookmark: _Hlk156381140][bookmark: _Hlk158791561][bookmark: _Hlk159331556][bookmark: _Hlk191537767][bookmark: _Hlk188429236]St. John’s News-May 2026
Sprouts of New Life
Dear companions in Christ,
We’re still singing the Easter alleluias! Easter isn’t just one day on the calendar in early spring… (That would be so, so sad if it was!) Easter is life, a whole season of resurrection we see unfolding right here in our community. Every Sunday morning is a resurrection celebration – a mini-Easter!  That’s why we gather to worship this Risen One every week – this Risen One, Jesus, who holds our lives, and the lives of all around us – this one who is Lord of all.  And just as the earth is waking up, our ministry here with St. John’s is blossoming with fresh ways to gather, accompany one another, and serve.
It's a joy to invite you to these "new life" opportunities coming up:
1. Simply Church, Dinner Church: Experience worship around the table, Sunday May 3rd. Join us for a relaxed evening of food, conversation, prayer, and song as we break bread together.
1. Mother’s Day Luncheon: A time to honor all the women who nurture us. Let’s celebrate the gift of family and community over a delicious meal, May 10th.
1. Confirmation: Pray for our young people as they affirm their faith on Pentecost Sunday. Their energy and commitment are a beautiful sign of the Holy Spirit at work, May 24th.
1. Soup Kitchen Service: Resurrection means reaching out and serving one another. Join our team as we share God’s love (and a warm meal) with our neighbors in need (our friends with Grace Lutheran share a weekly soup meal for the community).
1. Join the Choir: Sing out!  Jen and Rob, our new musicians of sacred music, along with the rest of our choir team, would love to welcome you! Come gather for friendship and song on Thursday evenings this month, starting at about 7:45pm.
(There’s so much more, too, of course.)  Some of us might be returning after a season away, or looking for a new way to serve and meet a need in the world, or looking to be lifted, or deepen our roots in faith… there is always a place at God’s Table for you. Let’s live into the promise of the empty tomb and the Holy Spirit together!
Easter joy and blessing to you!
Pastor Matt Wheeler +

Simply Church, Dinner Church
More than a Meal: Experience the Table on May 3rd
It’s the season of Easter.  And we’re a part of a very long tradition of meeting Jesus in the break of bread.  On Sunday May 3rd, 5-6pm, you’re invited to bring this tradition to life with our Dinner Church service.  
You’re invited to step away from the busyness of life and gather around the table for a time of fellowship, reflection, and nourishment.  It’s a space to explore the stories of Jesus, ask questions, and share in the ‘holy hum’ of community gathering together.  Come.  Bring a friend.  Make a friend.  Join us in the auditorium of the Parish House, Sunday May 3rd, 5-6pm.





MOTHER’S DAY LUNCHEON: Celebrate the Heart of Shared Life from Generation to Generation.
On Sunday May 10th, we want to take a moment to say ‘thank you’ to the wonderful women who shape our lives with love, faith, and wisdom.  Some of us might be mothers, or grandmothers, or godmothers, or cherished mentors.  Some of us might miss our moms, or our grandmoms, or our family, or friends.  Some of us know that God’s love is like the love of a compassionate mom!  
Whoever you are, you’re invited for our Mother’s Day Luncheon immediately following our 10:30am worship service on May 10th.  
Let’s gather for a delicious meal graciously shared by our Deacons, warm fellowship, and a time of celebration for the many ways the ‘mothers of spirit’ bless our lives and church family.  
Date: Sunday, May 10th
Time: Following our 10:30am service, about 11:45am
Location: Auditorium of the Parish House (212 N. Clover St.)
RSVP: Either sign one of the sign-up sheets around the church, or call in to the office, 419-332-7341.  (It helps our Deacons know how much Lee’s Famous Recipe Chicken to get, and other sides and fixings!)
We can’t wait to celebrate with you!

Celebrating our Confirmands: Milestones of Faith
Pentecost Sunday is a day of holy fire, Spirit, and new beginnings!  It’s the perfect time for four of our young people to share a courageous ‘Yes’ to Christ.  On Sunday, May 24th, during our 10:30am service, you’re certainly invited to join us for a special milestone in the life of our church.  Four of our amazing young people of faith will stand before the assembly, affirming their baptisms, and publicly claim the faith their parents and sponsors first promised on their behalf.  
These young people of faith – Avery Hirt, Madden Merrill, Logan Schwochow, and Alise Tooman – have spent two years learning, questioning, and growing… (and yeah, eating pizza, laughing, sharing, and befriending, too!) As they take this next step on the journey, they need their church family to surround them with prayer, love, and encouragement.  Please join us for this time of celebration!
When: Pentecost Sunday, May 24th
Time: 10:30am
What: Affirmation of Baptism/Confirmation Service
(Let’s fill the sanctuary with love, faith, and support for these four as they continue their journey with Christ!)







A Little Fun Lutheran Confirmation Quiz

1. How do Lutherans read the Bible?
A) Only looking for hidden codes.
B) Looking for "Law and Gospel"—what we should do and what God has done/will do/and is doing for us and the world.
C) Scanning for verses that make them look superior.
D) Using it as a coaster.
2. What are the Ten Commandments?
A) A set of nine or ten suggestions in life to become popular, wealthy, and better-looking.
B) God’s rules to help show us how to live, and reveals our need for grace and forgiveness.
C) A list of things to not do while playing video games.
D) The 10 things Moses hated about the desert.
3. What is Pentecost?
A) The day the church finally gets a new air conditioning system.
B) The "Birthday of the Church" where the Holy Spirit arrived with wind and fire.
C) A day of total silence.
D) A day when everyone dresses up as a ghost and go from house to house asking for candy.
4. What is the Apostles’ Creed? 
A) A summary of our faith – the belief system for ones who strive to follow Jesus, sharing the basics of the Holy Trinity.
B) A top-secret document written by St. Paul.
C) A resume submitted by the apostles for the position of "Saint."
D) The law of the church in 10,000 parts – and if it’s not memorized, it spells doom and gloom!
5. Who was Martin Luther?
A) A professional influencer in the 1500s.
B) A German monk who threw an inkwell at the devil and started the Reformation, and who stood by Scripture.
C) The person who grilled, tasted, and ate the first bratwurst ever.
D) A time traveler who invented the printing press specifically to troll the pope.
6. What is a “Lutheran?”
A) A Christian whose identity is rooted in Baptism, believing we are saved by God’s grace alone through faith in Jesus Christ.
B) Someone who believes coffee and doughnuts are actually the "Third Sacrament" of the Church and wouldn't dream of a meeting that lasts less than three hours.
C) A person who physically cannot sit in the front three pews of a church, even if the building is on fire.
D) A protestant who really loves all the green jello and potato salad at pot luck meals.

(Answers: B… and better not be D, B, B, A, B, and A…. although C seems to be a close second!)

Community Soup Kitchen – Neighbors Serving Neighbors
Sometimes, the most powerful way to share God’s love is simply pulling up a chair and listening.  On the first Thursday of every month, our church has a wonderful opportunity to partner with our friends of Grace Lutheran (a part of LIFT) to serve the community soup kitchen.  We’re looking for about five volunteers each month to help make this ministry happen.  It’s not just about handing out plates of food – it’s about building community. We need folks who can:
1. Serve a hot meal from 11:15am to 1:15pm on the first Thursday of each month
1. Sit and listen to stories of those who come through the doors
1. Help tidy up the space afterward so it’s ready for the next day.
Whether you can commit to one Thursday, or are looking for a regular monthly rhythm of service, your presence makes all the difference!  It’s amazing how a kind conversation over a bowl of soup can nourish both the guest and the volunteer.  
Interested in joining the team?  Please sign up on the sheet found at the entrances of our worship space, or contact the church office – 419-332-7341 – and let us know which month you can serve!

St. John’s Endowment Fund – Establishing Bright Hope for Tomorrow!
In the fall of 1983, our companions in Christ with St. John’s – some of whom have now joined the Church Triumphant and feast at heaven’s banquet – established a Living Endowment Fund.  Through the years, the Living Endowment Fund at St. John’s has shared gifts with ELCA seminaries, Lutheran Social Services, Habitat for Humanity, Lutheran World Relief, homeless shelters, Camino de Vida, partner churches in Tanzania, and much, much more.  The purpose of the Living Endowment Fund is to provide financial assistance for ministry and mission supporting wider-projects outside of our church walls.  It provides a way of sharing blessing over and over, above our regular operating budget.
The fund welcomes gifts of all kinds – cash gifts, memorials, life estate plans, annuities, etc.  The fund invests in a socially conscious manner and is perpetual.  Interest generated from the fund is shared for the sake of ministry and mission, not for utility costs or general operating expenses in the church.  As we share in gratitude to God together for all of God’s good gifts, you are certainly invited to be a part of this ministry to offer blessing to even more of God’s own children.  
Five members of St. John’s constitute the Living Endowment Fund team.  Dan Lease (one of the founding members of the Endowment), Ed Greunke (council president 2026), Justin Smith (council president, 2024-2025), Brenda Hetrick (council president, 2021-2023), Terry Wilhelm (St. John’s treasurer, 2024 thru present), and Pastor Matt Wheeler.  The team is always open to answering questions about the fund, its purpose, and to dream up new ideas for the future together.  
The phrase ‘Bright Hope for Tomorrow’ is borrowed from the hymn, ‘Great is Thy Faithfulness.’  The phrase represents well the purpose and goal of the Living Endowment Fund.  God is always faithful and brings bright hope for the future.  God’s people can best respond to God’s blessing and love with gratitude and thanksgiving, sharing blessing everyday, everywhere!

Our Choir is Growing… Come, Make a Joyful Noise!
Do you ever find yourself humming those hymns later in the week, after services?  Or, even singing in      the car or minivan when no one’s really around?  (Even though God is listening and right there?!)  Maybe you think to yourself, ‘Hmmmm… maybe someday, I’ll give choir a try.’  Why not let ‘someday,’ be today?!
Our new musicians of sacred music, Rob and Jen, are so talented, full of energy, and ready to lead us.  Our choir     team is a joyful, loving, gracious group of people ready to welcome and befriend.  Whether you’ve sang in choirs before, or have never read a note of music… whether you’re young, or seasoned in life… whether you know much about church choirs, or have ever had the slightest inkling of giving choir a try… there’s a folder with music waiting for you!
Why join the choir?  The team is fun, and supportive!  Great fellowship.  Rehearsals are as much about laughter and community as they are about the music.  You get the best seat in the house on Sundays.  And you help nourish the people of God in song and praise every time.  
Come, give it a try… no pressure, auditions, or need to sound like someone on ‘The Voice.’  Just a heart full of love for God and neighbor, wanting to sing.  Chat with Jen and Rob sometime, and come on out for the next choir practice!
PASTOR’S REPORT
+ We celebrated the life and faith of Norm Kraak on March 27th, who entered the Church Triumphant on March 24th.  We keep Jane and her family in our prayers.
Our average in-person worship attendance in March of 171 people, and 50 (approximately) joining us online for worship.  
LunchaBLEs
We will meet on Thursday, May 7th in the Meet & Greet Room in the Parish House.  You       are invited to bring your own lunch and come at noon, and then the Bible Study will begin at 12:30 PM.  

May Birthdays- Samantha Klotz, Steve Hottinger, Bill Ebert, LaDonna Michael, Brittney Miller, 
Scott Williams, Don Bixler, Michelle Merrill, Marcia Rohrbacher, Rich Roth, Brenda Hetrick, Josh 
Kensler, Jane Kraak, Kim Bowers, Sue Lawrence, Kevin Weiker, Canaan Bower, Josh Smith, Julia 
Dagg, Scott McCord, Anne Weiker, Sally Miller, Sara Sherick, Macy Merrill, Gail Ebert, Denny 
Michael, Jack Seem, Henry Burch, Bea Nitschke, Alex Boroff, Veronica Dickey. 
May Anniversaries- Ken & Marlene Olsen, Rick & Deb Grine, Gary & Mary Ann McNair, Dave & Pat Fleming, Scott & Kathy McCord, Joe & Sue Albrechta, Brian & Debbie Cummings. 
[bookmark: _Hlk166838246][bookmark: _Hlk111623653] WOMEN’S NEWS!
YOUR GENEROSITY IS AWESOME!  The Women of St. John's are so appreciative of the support for our Palm Sunday Bake Sale. You generously baked many various items.  There were very few duplicates. Those of you who purchased the baked goods were very generous in your donations.  $735 was collected and given to LIFT Bridge of Hope.  Your giving hearts will assist many people in need. The few items that did not sell were put into the Blessing Box (some on Sunday, Monday morning, and Monday noon).  These items were enjoyed by those in need in our community.  Thank you again for your generosity and support for this event!




LAKESIDE LUTHERAN CHAUTAUQUA will be held June 20 - 27, 2026.

[image: ]For some reason, the Lakeside Lutheran Chautauqua has not been advertised much the past several years.  

I remember as a child looking forward to attending "Lakeside Sunday" every summer as a family event.  The worship service filled the Hoover Auditorium and enjoyed by all.  After the service, we had our family picnic in the park, then spent the rest of the day playing in the park, walking along the lake or through the town.

Preacher of the Week is Rev. Dr. Michael Beck, currently the Director of the Fresh Expressions House of Studies at United theological Seminary.  He and his wile, Jill, direct addiction recovery programs, a jail ministry, a food pantry, an interracial unity movement, and house a faith-based inpatient treatment center.  Wildwood and St. Marks are traditional congregations AND a network of thirteen fresh expressions that gather in tattoo parlors, dog parks, salons, running track, community centers, burrito joints, and digital spaces.
Sunday worship on June 20th:  
     9 am-Choir rehearsal (Hoover Auditorium stage)
    10:30 am-Community Worship (Hoover Auditorium)
    4-5:30pm-Ice Cream Social (Drackett Hall by the pool)
    6:30pm- Choir rehearsal (Aigler Room in The Fountain Inn)
Two visiting groups are:
    Tuesday -         Capital University & Trinity Lutheran Seminary Alumni
    Wednesday June 24th -    Women of the ELCA Northwestern Ohio Synod  (THAT'S US!)
        8:00am- Pop Up Choir Practice 
        9:00am-"Faith for Living Hour" - choir sings, Dr. Michael Beck, preaches
       10:15am-Time with Dr. Beck      (Morning activities in Hoover Auditorium)
       11:45am- Lunch at Hotel Lakeside - Lunch included in the day's ticket price.  Join Bishop Daniel Beaudoin for a tasty
meal and conversation about exciting new ideas for women's ministry.
        Then:  Enjoy all of the great things about the Lakeside experience:  concerts, recreation, arts (enrichment), historical 
tour, "step back in time" village, book shops, restaurants, ice cream, walking.
        Finally: End the day with a concert or a stroll by the lake.
        PRICE:  $45.00 includes gate fee, parking pass, lunch.
        To register go to: https://stmarksbg.breezechms,com/form/f010ec43
         For more information:  Call Pastor Robin Small, 419-353-9305
    Daily Events:
        8 am- Choir Practice (Hoover stage)
        9 am - Faith For Living w/ choir (Hoover)
       10-11:30 am- HS Youth (The Underground)
        Coffee available each morning.  Donuts on Monday and Friday!
    One day, a few days, or the whole week may be attended.
Thirsty Theologians 
Do you have one of those God-questions for the pastor?  Or for others?  Or looking for fellowship and friendship on a Tuesday evening?  Or maybe a bit of all these things?  Come join us on May 26th, 7pm, at 818 Restaurant, at 818 Croghan Street, a couple of blocks from the church.  Send a message over to Tom Fishbaugh, tfish@fishbaugh.com, to RSVP, and we’ll make sure there’s a seat for you.  May will be our last get together for a while, we’ll take a break over the summer. 
   
  LUTHER LUNCH BUNCH – On Wednesday, May 20th we will meet in the back                                                parking lot at 12:30 PM and carpool to Jolly Rogers, Port Clinton, for lunch!

MEN’S MORNING CREW
The men's morning crew will be traveling to Port Clinton on May 16th at 9:00 am to visit the Liberty Aviation Museum and to eat at the Tin Goose Diner. Tickets for the Museum are $14 each. The cost for both the ticket to the museum and your meal at the diner, will be your responsibility to pay. We will meet at 9:00 in the back church parking lot and carpool together to Port Clinton. Please rsvp with Brian Cummings at (419) 765-4687 so that we know how many are planning to attend. Thank you.. 

        IMPORTANT DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDARS!! 
MAY 17TH- Our Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting will be held
following the 10:30 AM Worship Service.  We will meet in the Parish
House Auditorium.
MAY 24TH -Pentecost- Confirmation for our 8th Graders - A small reception in their honor will be held in the Youth Room between Worship Services.
MAY 31ST – Our Graduates will be recognized at the 8:00 AM Worship Service 
a reception will be held in the Youth Room following the Service.  


SUMMER OFFICE HOURS-beginning on May 27th the Church office will close at noon on WEDNESDAYS only!  The rest of the week the hours are from 8:00-4:00 PM (Friday 8:00-3:30 PM).

Youth News!!
SCHOLOARSHIP FUND-Applications for Scholarship requests are now being accepted.  The application to apply and the completed application may be picked up and dropped off at the church office.  First-time Applicants: must be a confirmed St. John’s member for a minimum of two years, be active in the life of the church, and are graduating or have graduated from high school within the last five years.  The application, proof of enrollment in a facility of advanced eduation is required.  Applications must be submitted by May 15, 2026.  The Scholarships will be awarded in June, 2026. 

High School Graduates- please get your senior pictures and information about your plans for the future to the church office by May 22nd so we can include it in our next newsletter.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS: 
Our last day of Sunday School for the Spring will be May 24th which will be Pentecost Sunday.  Karen, Chad and I have enjoyed working with the children who attend Sunday School.  Graduates will be honored on May 31st so stop in to see them in the Youth Room between services.  We will keep you in our prayers as you enjoy your summer.

Vacation Bible School:  Don’t forget about VBS  being held here at St. John’s, June 22-June 25th.  Our theme is “JUST like Me” which is a gardening theme.  The stories we learn about will be from the New Testament.  Please see Sue if you are interested in helping.  We welcome any middle school/ high school youth who are willing to help.
Sign up is available on:  https://www.myvbs.org/liftfremont


LIFT NEWS
LIFT COMMUNITY BBQ’S will be held in Birchard Park at 5:00 PM each Tuesday evening between June 9th -August 11th.  There will be Free Food, Games and Kids Activities.   The menu includes hamburgers, hotdogs, chips, fruit, cookies, water and lemonade.  If you would like to get involved see Sue Lawrence or Sara Sherick, to donate to help support the BBQs mail your checks to LIFT, 705 W. State Street, Fremont, Ohio, 43420.
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ALL are invited to join us for a Mohter’s Day lunch featuring Lees Famous Recipe Chicken strips along with numerous sides and dessert!
Lunch will be served in the Parish House Auditorium, following the 10:30 AM Service. 
Please sign up using the sheets posted by each entrance to the church.
A free will offering will be accepted. 


MAY DATES TO REMEMBER!! 
May 3rd- 12:30 PM-LIFT Board Meeting
 5:00 PM- Dinner Church
May 5th - –9:30 AM-Women of the Church Bd Meeting
 6:00 PM-Executive Bd. 
May 7th- 12:00 PM-LunchaBLEs- Meet and Greet Room 
May 10th –Mother’s Day Luncheon following the 10:30 AM Worship Service
May 11th -  5:30 PM-Abigail Circle
May 13th- 6:00 PM-Church Council
May 16th – 9:00 AM- Men’s Morning Crew
May 17th- Semi-Annual Cong.Meeting, following 10:30 AM Worship Service
May 20th –12:30 PM-Luther Lunch
May 23rd - 9:30 AM- Bible & Brewed Awakenings 
May 24th – Pentecost- Confirmation (reception 9:15 AM, in the Youth Room) 
May 25th- Memorial Day- Office Closed
May 26th - 7:00 PM-Thirsty Theologians 
May 27th- Summer Office Hours through Labor Day
May 29th – Kente Draping Ceremony
May 30th – Synod Assembly in Bowling Green, Ohio
May 31st- Senior Recognition- 8:00 AM Worship with reception following in the Youth Room
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