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Sojourn to Summer
Sunlight.  Warmth.  A shift in the overall pace of life maybe.  For some of us, our schedules might be opening up a bit as we journey into June.  Not for all of us though.  For some of us, our schedules fill up even more. Some of us are finding ourselves in a disorienting time, too – saying goodbye to friends, loved ones, moving in, moving out, milestones on the journey… for some of us, our health or strength might not be what they used to be.  And for these cherished ones in our parish life together, particularly ones journeying with heavy grief in these days, movement might not come very easily, but can often be painful and difficult, a daily struggle.  
How we lean into this season of summer though, however we’re met by this summer, matters.  Summer is no vacation from faith.  ‘The only sin is to stop growing in faith,’ Gregory of Nyssa said in the 4th century.  (Those are words worth meditating on!) We’re meant to keep growing in faith, and hope, and love, wherever we are.  Summer can be a wonderful opportunity to experience God in a different way.  Don’t forget the importance of stillness in prayer.  Letting yourself become aware, slowly and gently in prayer, that the eye of God is upon you – lifting, sustaining, loving you – is a reality we all need daily.  Jesus frequently retreated from the crowds to quiet places to pray and commune with God.  Jesus is our Example of how to let our lives and souls breathe, and reflect, and be renewed again.  Even a few minutes a day in quiet stillness, in the presence of God, can be so important – no matter our age.
Summer can be a time of holy rest in other ways, too – to experience God in creation, in awe of the world around us, in nature, a park, or looking up to the stars at night… or a time to create family devotions if you are traveling, or tuning into Sunday services over Facebook if you can’t be there in person… or an opportunity to practice hospitality and welcome, allowing for visits with neighbors in midst of grilling out in the backyard, picnics, or porch visits, or moving into dorm rooms or apartments… 
Whatever we might expect this summer, we can be about the work of intercessory prayer… lifting up specific names, and families, and needs in prayer.  Such prayer and love not only holds our church together, it holds the world together.  We can send a handwritten card, or make a phone call, or stop by for a visit to see someone, or share simple joys of our week, asking for prayer and wisdom.  These signs of love are irreplaceable moments in life.  God is with you.  Christ is with you.  We’re all claimed and called by the Crucified and Risen One, sent to be good news.  Every one of us.  All of us… Yes, you!  
May there be holy rest, and healing, and connecting in these days ahead for you!
Blessings to you!
Pastor Matt +
Moving to the Auditorium/Fellowship Hall for Worship  
Starting the first weekend in June (June 4th and June 7th), we’ll be moving worship services to the auditorium of the Parish House.  The air conditioning makes it safer and more of a welcoming experience.  Worship times remain the same – Sunday mornings 8am and 10:30am as well as Thursday nights at 7pm.  All are welcome to leave the heat of the sanctuary and gather for worship in the cooler space of the auditorium!
PASTOR’S REPORT
+ We celebrated the life and faith of Vernon Nitschke on May 15th, who entered the Church Triumphant on May 5th.  We keep his family in our prayers.
+A Memorial Service was held for Dennis Heimert on Friday, May 22nd , he entered the Church Triumphant on January 27th.  We keep Amy Holland and her family in our prayers. 
+ We mourn the loss of Jeff Grine, with Marcia Dlugleski and their families.  Jeff passed away May 18th.  
+Congratulations to Avery Hirt, Madden Merrill, Logan Schwochow, and Alise Tooman!  The four of them were confirmed on Sunday, May 24th, 2026.
Some Numbers…
+ Average in-person worship attendance per weekend in April: 185 (includes attendance during Holy Week which makes an overall difference)
+ Estimated number of people joining us online for worship per weekend in April: 45
+ Average weekly giving to St. John’s in April: $6,794.48
Bible and Brewed Awakenings
On Saturday morning, June 27th (9:30am to 10:30am) you’re welcome to join us for coffee, doughnuts, conversation and learning together.  The theme for our study that Saturday morning will be ‘Unpacking the Liturgy,’ how Lutheran worship ties in with the Bible.  For instance, did you know, when we say, ‘The Lord be with you,’ it’s literally straight from Scripture?  (Ruth 2:4).  Or when we say, ‘The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all,’ it’s a greeting directly from the New Testament? (2Corinthians 13:13).  Pastor Matt will help lead our time of learning together – no experience necessary!  The goal is to help deepen our worship experience together at St. John’s as we find ourselves journeying the Scriptural story together in every worship service.  Come!
Mud Hens Game!
First pitch is scheduled for 4:05pm on Sunday, July 19th, Mud Hens play a home game against the Gwinnett Stripers out of Georgia, part of Atlanta’s farm system.  Many thanks to Chris Wagner helping organize our outing.  We’ll gather at the church parking lot at 2:00pm, make the trek to the ball game in downtown Toledo, and enjoy the ball game and fellowship that evening before coming back to Fremont.  Tickets are $11.  (If any financial assistance is needed, just let Pastor Matt know and we’ll make sure your costs are covered.) Everybody’s welcome to come on out.  Just let us know by July Thursday, July 2nd how many tickets you’d like, by calling the church office, and we’ll all sit together that Sunday afternoon/evening for the game.  
Root Beer Floats on Father’s Day
Following the 10:30am service on Father’s Day, June 21st, stick around for some root beer floats (and maybe some beef jerky sticks and other gifts for a free gift bar) for a little bit of fellowship.  There might be other plans folks have for that day following worship, so we’re not planning for anything too lengthy.  Bring young ones, elder ones, friends, any and all.  Enjoy a tasty root beer float and share a memory with folks.  
SUMMER BIRTHDAYS!!
June Birthdays- Jene Humbert, Ben Weiker, Judith Peters, Deanna Kroeger, Brian  Cummings, Dale Johnson, Debbie Rakes, Mike Willis, Ginny Schepflin, Jane Stotz, Jodi Stevenson, Larry Behrendsen, Kelsey Schwochow, Nathan Baker, Lacy Schwochow, Connie Smith, Zeb Zucker, Brylee Zucker, Abbott Boroff, Callie Balkovec, Kathy McCord, Linda Miller, Dave Fleming, Kylie Peck, Clay Schwochow. 
June Anniversaries- Alex & Emily Boroff, Doug & Mindy Morris, Jim & Sandy Elfring, Gary &Sharon Beatty, Jim & Connie Warner, Josh & Allie Smith, Barry & Brenda Hawk, Matt & Chrissy Wheeler, Chad & Keisa Schwochow, John & Diane Fritz, Dan & Jane DeVanna, Clay & Lacy Schwochow, Kevin & Anne Weiker, Mark & Becky Humbert.
 
July Birthdays- Dan Lease, Craig Hiser, Andrew Fisher, Bob James, Alesa Thurn, Carl Schwochow, Nancy                 Willis, Bill Ripple, Phil Sherick, Cyle Schwochow, Sharon Beatty, Mary Ann McNair, Nora Smith, Harleigh Hill, Mindy Morris, Rozanne Kreider, Nikki Willis, Pat Fleming, Barb Held, John Shiets, Bella Myers, Karen Gerwin, Pam Kensler, Skyler Vargas, James Wollenslegel, Paisley Smith, Jaceeona Valley, Ashley Bower, Jay Bowers. 
July Anniversaries-Tim & Mindy Brown, Jim & Nancy Willis, Mike & Mary Lou Warner, Terry & Janet Frey, Greg & Michelle Lindsay, Jim & Carol Biehler, Gilbert & Leslie Rojas, Dan & JacquLease, Denny & LaDonna Michael, Jack & Nancy Whipple.
 August Birthdays- Phil Tooman, Alaina Fabbro, Ryze Owens, Gary Stotz, Debbie Grine, Madden Merrill, Karen Pate, James Tooman, Amy Holland, Kevin Stevenson, Aiden Snodgrass, Ethen Zucker, Ed Greunke, Gary Kaltenbach, Marlene Miller, Darl Schiets, Logan Fabbro, Tucker Balkovec, Oscar Ramirez, Sandy Best, Mary Lou Warner, Carol Franks, Shelby Forgatsch, Randy Hasselbach, Kenzie Schwochow, Bob Kusmer, Carol Lake, Mackenzie Williams, Christine Donnell, Kim Brough. 
August Anniversaries- Luke & Sue Lawrence, Bob & Anne Overmyer, Gary & Bette Kaltenbach.  

The Pealers Handbell choir is welcoming new members for the next ringing season.  We rehearse Wednesday evenings and play in church on the first Sunday of each month.  We’ll have “Learn to Ring” classes later this summer.  Leave a message with Karen in the office with your name and phone number and you’ll be contacted.  Come join in the fun!

[bookmark: _Hlk166838246][bookmark: _Hlk111623653] SUMMER OFFICE HOURS-from Memorial Day through Labor Day the Church office will close at noon on WEDNESDAYS only!  The rest of the week the hours are from 8:00-4:00 PM (Friday 8:00-3:30 PM).











LAKESIDE LUTHERAN CHAUTAUQUA will be held June 20 - 27, 2026.

[image: ]For some reason, the Lakeside Lutheran Chautauqua has not been advertised much the past several years.  
I remember as a child looking forward to attending "Lakeside Sunday" every summer as a family event.  The worship service filled the Hoover Auditorium and enjoyed by all.  After the service, we had our family picnic in the park, then spent the rest of the day playing in the park, walking along the lake or through the town.
Preacher of the Week is Rev. Dr. Michael Beck, currently the Director of the Fresh Expressions House of Studies at United theological Seminary.  He and his wile, Jill, direct addiction recovery programs, a jail ministry, a food pantry, an interracial unity movement, and house a faith-based inpatient treatment center.  Wildwood and St. Marks are traditional congregations AND a network of thirteen fresh expressions that gather in tattoo parlors, dog parks, salons, running track, community centers, burrito joints, and digital spaces.
Sunday worship on June 20th:  
     9 am-Choir rehearsal (Hoover Auditorium stage)
    10:30 am-Community Worship (Hoover Auditorium)
    4-5:30pm-Ice Cream Social (Drackett Hall by the pool)
    6:30pm- Choir rehearsal (Aigler Room in The Fountain Inn)
Two visiting groups are:
    Tuesday -         Capital University & Trinity Lutheran Seminary Alumni
    Wednesday June 24th -    Women of the ELCA Northwestern Ohio Synod  (THAT'S US!)
        8:00am- Pop Up Choir Practice 
        9:00am-"Faith for Living Hour" - choir sings, Dr. Michael Beck, preaches
       10:15am-Time with Dr. Beck      (Morning activities in Hoover Auditorium)
       11:45am- Lunch at Hotel Lakeside - Lunch included in the day's ticket price.  Join Bishop Daniel Beaudoin for a tasty
meal and conversation about exciting new ideas for women's ministry.
        Then:  Enjoy all of the great things about the Lakeside experience:  concerts, recreation, arts (enrichment), historical 
tour, "step back in time" village, book shops, restaurants, ice cream, walking.
        Finally: End the day with a concert or a stroll by the lake.
        PRICE:  $45.00 includes gate fee, parking pass, lunch.
        To register go to: https://stmarksbg.breezechms,com/form/f010ec43
         For more information:  Call Pastor Robin Small, 419-353-9305  
    One day, a few days, or the whole week may be attended.
    LUTHER LUNCH BUNCH – will meet in the back parking lot at 11:30 AM and carpool to the Country Farm House, in Wayne, Ohio, for lunch!  Please let Carol Franks or the church office know if you plan to attend.

THANK-YOU!!  The Women of the Church would like to thank the deacons and anyone else who helped with the Mother’s Day Luncheon!!  It was a wonderful time for good food and Fellowship.  
Eleanor Boroff
Eleanor is the daughter of Alex and Emily Boroff and is attending Kent State University in the fall studying zoology.

Kayla Schwochow
Kayla is the daughter of Chad & Keisa Schwochow and is excited to be attending the University of Findlay studying Echocardiography.
Aiden Snodgrass
Aiden plans to attend classes at Terra State, and is currently working at Lowe’s.  He is the son of Jerry and Betsy Snodgrass. 


We wish all our graduates the very best and may God bless them as they continue their journey.
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS-
Congratulations to three of our exceptional young people who are receiving scholarships toward their continuing education.  Those students receiving scholarships are Jena Humbert, Macy Merrill, and Kayla Schwochow.  We look forward to sharing in prayer and encouragement for each one of them as they seek God’s guidance in moving toward their future goals.  The members of our Scholarship Committee are Pastor Matt, David Goodman, Debbie Grine, John Hetrick, and Brenda Hetrick.  It is with the prayerful and generous support of our congregation that we are able to offer this opportunity for financial support to our students.  If you would at any time, wish to contribute to this Education Grant Fund, please contact the church office for information.  Our committee is so very grateful to each one of you.  Thank you and May God Bless You.

It's Getting Wild…
And thanks be to God!  The Toledo Zoo is coming out to St.        John’s Monday, July 27th, from 10am to 2pm, to share hands-on learning opportunities for kids and young ones.  It’s a part of the Toledo Zoo’s outreach work around northwest Ohio.  It’s a fantastic opportunity to learn and make friends.  Kids, grandkids, and friends are absolutely welcome!  We’ll have lunch in between events (probably some pizza and chips, let us know if there are food allergies).  Give us a call at the church, 419-332-7341, to sign-up and we’ll get all the nitty-gritty to you.  There’s no cost.  The number of classes is based on how many come.  So let us know if you’re able to come, and we’ll keep adding classes and opportunities to learn as needed!  

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS: 
Have a wonderful and safe summer! Sunday School will resume on September 20 at 9:15 a.m. Please consider having your child join us for the new season. We will miss Abram Hirt and Callen Tooman as they move upstairs to continue their Sunday School journey and begin Confirmation classes.

Save the Date:  Blessing of the Backpacks will be August 30th.  Have your child/children bring their backpacks to worship for a special blessing. 

Vacation Bible School: “Just like Me-Digging in & Growing Deep” - June 22-25 here at St. John’s from 5:30-7:45. A meal is available from 5:30-6:00 for children and parents.  To register, I just used my camera lens to access the QR reader and it took me right to a simple registration form.  There are flyers available at church. You may also visit Facebook and the LIFT website to access the QR code.  Please see Sue Lawrence if you have any questions.    


Youth News!!

            [image: ]            

June 28th - July 1st - Ohio Summer Youth Retreat at HopeWood Pines (old LMK camp) - opportunity.  This camp will include youth from the Northeastern, Northwestern, and Southern Ohio ELCA Synods ~ let Pastor Matt know if you're interested. 

GOLF SCRAMBLE?? Josh Bower would like to possibly create a late summer/early fall golf scramble as a fundraiser for the youth. If anyone knows how to do this or has done this please feel free to reach out to me.  This might be something for next year.


2027 YOUTH GATHERING IN -MINNEAPOLIS, MN.- 
June 28th -July 2nd.  Theme is: Imagine More.
To God – whose power now at work in us can do immeasurably more than we ask or imagine. Ephesians 3:20.


St. John’s Youth Ministry Team…
Sunday, June 7th 
Serving begins 11:30 AM…

Menu: 
Hot dog/Bratwurst, Chips, Celery/Carrots, Cookie, Drink
All for only $7.00!!!
Carry out only…
Proceeds will go toward Youth Events


The next GriefShare session will begin again on Sunday, September 13, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. in the Parish House Lounge. This program includes a video, workbook, and discussion session. For questions, please contact Sharon Evans, Debbie Cummings, or Sue Lawrence.


SUMMER DATES TO REMEMBER!! 
June 4th & 7th – Worship Services moved to the Parish House 
Auditorium
June 7th –11:30 AM- Drive Thru Brats Dinner 
June 9th- 5:00 PM-LIFT Community BBQ’s every Tuesday through August 11th-at Birchard Park. 
June 21st- Father’s Day- 11:30 AM- Root beer Floats!!
June 22nd-25th –5:30-7:45 PM-LIFT Vacation Bible School at St. John’s.
June 28th-  10:00 AM- LIFT Outdoor Worship Service at the Amphitheater, downtown Fremont.
 
July 19th- 4:00 PM-Mudhens Game
July 27th -10:00 -2:00 PM-Toledo Zoo-here at St. John’s!
July 28th- 5:00-6:30 PM- Ice Cream Social

August 28th – September Newsletter assembled and sent
August 30th- Blessing of Backpacks





LIFT NEWS                      
 LIFT COMMUNITY BBQ’S On Tuesday evenings beginning June 9th, our LIFT leaders are planning and preparing for a barbecue in Birchard Park.  We’ll gather at 5:00pm at Birchard Park (around 1316 Croghan St.)  We’ll reach out and get to know our neighbors.  Children are especially welcome!  Games, food, fellowship.  We’ll continue with these BBQs each Tuesday through August 11th.  
LIFT is Living in Faith Together, our team of churches in Fremont who partner up together for ministry and mission – St. John’s, Grace, St. Mark, Hayes Memorial UMC, Trinity UMC, Camino de Vida, and Faith.  LIFT is a healthy expression of our unity we share together in Christ, while celebrating each congregation’s unique gifts and story, working together for the common good.

Worship Outdoors!
We’re moving our worship services on Sunday, June 28th outside to the amphitheater in downtown Fremont at 10am (209 S. Arch St.)  Join us at the amphitheater for a special outdoor service that morning in midst of God’s beautiful creation.  We’ll have uplifting music, Pastor C.J. Bailey will share the message that morning, and there will be plenty of opportunity to enjoy fresh air and friendship with our LIFT churches.  
What to bring:
1. A lawn chair or blanket
1. A tent might not be a bad idea to stay in the shade
1. Sunglasses and sunscreen
1. Water (We’ll have some more water on hand, too!)
1. A friend or neighbor
A fun time of fellowship will start us off that morning, with some doughnuts and coffee, etc. starting at 9am.  In case of rain, we’ll move worship indoors back at the Parish House.  
+++ Make a note in your calendar, no worship services Thursday June 25th (the finale of VBS that evening). Come join us at the amphitheater Sunday morning on the 28th, 10am.  +++
Open Hearts and Warm Meals
Looking for a way meaningful way to share God’s love in our community?  Join us on the first Thursday of the month at Grace Lutheran Church, next door, as we partner with serving a meal for the community soup kitchen.  We only need about 5 volunteers each month.  It’s a powerful opportunity not only to serve, but to pull up a chair, listen to stories, and share fellowship with our neighbors.
When: The first Thursday of the month (June 4th)   	Time: 11:15am about 1pm
What we do: Help serve the meal, connect with guests, and help clean up.  Whether you can help each month, or try it once, your presence helps out so much.  
How to sign up: Give us a call at the church office, 419-332-7341, or connect with Pastor Matt.  


	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 
	Ice Cream Social
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Bring a non-perishable food item and get a free scoop of ice cream
A meal, fellowship and ice cream

	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 
	Tuesday, July 28th
5:00-6:30 PM
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212 N. Clover Street
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Our mission: Loving God, loving others, growing together through Christ!
Our website: stjohns-fremont.org
Like and follow us on Facebook: St. John’s Lutheran Church, Fremont, OH
(Still working on that YouTube channel!  One day… one day!!) 

image1.jpeg
Lakeside Lutheran
Chautauqua

June 20-27, 2026

i e Ty




image2.png
ChiNSions

4 4

FOR YOUTH ENTERING 6TH GRADE - 12TH GRADE

D




image3.png
ST, JOHN'S

LUTHERAN CHURCH




