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What’s Your Story, Morning Glory?
Throughout much of the summer, Chrissy’s been reading stories to our kids at the end of the day.  (My almost 47-year-old eyes tend to strain trying to read the print in books anymore… I should get to the eye doctor!)  Chrissy reads.  We listen.  Imaginations open.  Stories about Mario and Luigi, or rhymes and poems.  Chapters about wild robots, Elsa and Anna in frozen landscapes, and certainly… we reach and teach those ancient faith stories and adventures passed on for thousands of years from the Bible.  
With a summer of stories that swirl, and lots of conversation around all these adventures, I’m finding and discovering something I can’t help but wonder about.  What’s our story?  What’s your story?  What’s it all about?  Going deeper, with all these stories… if we unplugged and pulled away from the distractions for a bit… if each of us put the phone down, the remote down, or even the book down… if we as God’s people, as God’s Church, all of us… if we talked about and practiced with more intention and commitment, our own stories in light of Scripture… what would you say is the story being told in and through our lives?
Think and pray on it for a moment (or longer!):
If you were to write a story about your life, what would be the first sentence you’d share?
When you wonder about what’s next in your life, what do you hope for?  How would you write it out?
What worries you, or challenges you, as you look ahead?  What verbs or adjectives come to mind?
When it’s all said and done on this side of heaven, what are three things you hope will be in your obituary about your life’s journey?
Because I don’t like to ever get in the habit asking people to do anything that I, myself, won’t try, I’m working on responses to these kinds of questions, too.  I’m working on my story.  Without going into a lengthy novel here and now, I certainly hope and pray that my story is about hope, and healing, and growing in love and faith and mercy, holy friendship and delight in the Gospel… loving like Jesus so loves.
Maybe take a minute or two, or longer, and think about your responses to those questions above.  Reflect on them.  Write them down.  Pray with these questions.  What’s your story?  Maybe share your thoughts with a friend, a family member, someone you trust.  Maybe share it with the whole world.  Whatever the case, I pray you’ll find hope in the story God is authoring in and through your life, and a full measure of gratitude for Christ at the center of it.
The peace of Christ be with you always,
Pastor Matt +

PASTOR’S REPORT
In our prayers…
+ The family and friends of Becky Wise
+ The family and friends Walter Lance
+ The family and friends of Susan Shiets
We give thanks to God for these dear saints of God who have joined the Church Triumphant.  For their lives, their faith, and the countless ways they’ve enriched our life together through faith, we’re grateful and rejoice over them!  May Light Perpetual shine upon them.  May the peace and promise of Christ be with them, and their families, always!
Bringing the Good News to People, and People to the Good News
From the Pastor and Finance Team…
As a congregation, we’re on a mission.  It’s a journey.  And as we journey on this mission, we’re trusting God’s Promise.  This is nothing new, really.  Generations before us, those who joined together as St. John’s, heard the same call, responded to the same promise, and committed themselves to be faithful.
St. John’s has a long history and tradition of mission and ministry efforts, both here and around the world.  Young people are a top priority and we invest in them.  Those in their autumn years are honored, celebrated, embraced, and cared for.  We invest in them, too.
Centered in the Gospel, we are a caring people, offering healing, comfort, and hope to people from all walks of life.  And we are generous.  Grateful for the blessings Christ has given us, we seek ways to reach out to our neighbors, wherever we are.  
What is new for us, compared to people who have gone before us, is the world which we live.  It’s a new day, with new challenges facing us, new opportunities calling us forward.  Eager to move into the future, our key strategies are to 1) serve all people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ; 2) intentionally reach out to younger generations with relevant and vibrant ministries, and 3) deepen our commitment to Biblical training, to be Biblically-centered followers of Jesus Christ.  
Now we look forward to generating the support – prayers, people, and gifts – to put this plan into action.  We trust God’s promise announced in Acts 1:8, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Together in Christ we are bringing the Good News to people, and people to this saving Good News of Christ.  
It’s a tremendous blessing to journey by faith together and a privilege to serve in this way.
St. John’s Finance Team -Pastor Matt Wheeler, V.P. John Fritz, Treas. Terry Wilhelm, Trustee Tom Fishbaugh, Elder Sandy Greunke, Deacon Ken Olsen
PRAYER AT MID-DAY- Starting Wednesday September 23rd at Noon, you’re invited for a short prayer service in the sanctuary.  We call it Prayer at Mid-Day.  We gather to lift anyone and everyone in prayer.  We pray for you.  We pray for the world.  Richard Morgan and Bonnie Daniels serve and help lead us in song together.  It’s a time to re-center and renew at mid-week.  We gather from noon to about 12:20pm.  We’ll continue to gather with each Wednesday throughout fall.  If you’re home on Wednesdays, come!  If you’re working during the day, stop in if you’re on a lunch break!  If you enjoy smaller, quiet, and contemplative gatherings, come!  Prayer is a gift from God, that helps keep us in relationship with God.
MINISTERS OF COMMUNION
God’s church is the Body of Christ together – all ages, various gifts, and each person uniquely made in the image of God.  It’s a wonderful gift and blessing to be able to serve Holy Communion with our family of faith who might not be able to join us for worship services on Sunday mornings or Thursday nights.  If you’d like to sign up to serve as a minister of Communion, or if you’re curious about it and would like to find out more, let us know!  It’s a vital and joyful ministry to share communion with God’s beloved ones!  Pastor Matt would love to share conversation about this vital ministry.  We’re so grateful for ones who so faithfully serve with this team and ones who receive!  Thank you!
Blessing of Animals
On Sunday, October 4th, at 3:00pm, we’ll gather in the church parking lot along Clover Street for a blessing of animals.  All of God’s people and creatures of all varieties are welcome!  We’ll have bottled water and some cookies on hand.  We’ll gather in a circle in the parking lot, safely and responsibly caring for our animals.  And we’ll share a few minutes of prayer and blessing for these animals, and be sent in peace.  All of God’s creatures are a part of the good creation.  Let’s share God’s blessing for these animals who mean so much.  (Please keep animals on leashes, being aware of your animal’s needs and one another’s needs for safety.)

ALL Sunday school classes begin on September 27th- there will be a special Family Sunday School Event in the Auditorium on September 20th.  
WOMEN’S NEWS
SAVE THE DATE!!  
All Women and invited to the Eastern Conference Fall Gathering, September 26th at Zion, Huron.  More information will be coming in the church bulletins. 
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Do you ever feel a spark of joy while singing a hymn?  Or maybe, you love music, but only sing in your car?  If so, there’s a seat waiting for you in our choir!
Music has a unique way of lifting our spirits, deepening our worship experience, and bringing us closer to God.  Our choir is more than a group of singers – we’re a supportive community that laughs, prays, and shares the joy of faith through song.
We welcome all voices, ages, and experience levels.  Lots of warmth!
We practice on Thursday nights, following the 7pm service.  Great fellowship!
We know life gets busy.  We always do our best to accommodate everyone.  We’re flexible!
You don’t have to know how to read music or have professional training.  Just have a heart of God!  
Let us know if you’d like to give it a try! Bring yourself, a friend, a relative… just as you are!
Bible and Brewed Awakenings
‘Bible and Brewed Awakenings’ is a monthly Saturday morning study at the church led by Pastor Matt.  The topics of study over the past year have been wide-ranging – from origins of the Bible to Martin Luther, to the Pledge of Allegiance, to Just War Theory, to Fresh Expressions, and more!  We gather.  We have a Keurig machine for coffee (coffee brew!), and some doughnuts and such.  We learn and grow together.  We plan a gathering for about an hour or so once a month on Saturday morning.  Come on out to the Parish House if you’re free on Saturday, September 26th, 9:30am to 10:30am.  No experience or special knowledge necessary!


 LUTHER LUNCH BUNCH – will meet in the back parking lot at 11:30 AM and carpool to The Cold Creek Café, Castalia, for lunch!  PLEASE let Carol Franks or the church office know if you plan to attend.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES!!
Birthdays- Gilbert Rojas, Brent Bachelder, Chrissy Wheeler, Gail DeFrance, Case Schwochow, Mike 
Warner, Angie Klotz, Caraline Schwochow, Chad Schwochow, Eleanor Boroff, McKenna Willis, Matt Wheeler, Ashley Smith, Lois Dickey, Lucy Kensler, Ken Olsen, Karlee King, Heidi Wheeler, Mike Smith, Logan Fraser, Rick Grine, Martha Myers, Betsy Snodgrass, Skylar Balkovec, Ivy Smith.
Anniversaries- Bob & Becca Myers, Tom & Connie Fishbaugh, Josh & Ashley Bower, Bob & Betty Kusmer, John & Cathy Pasch, Brian & Kristy Balkovec, John & Cindy Calmes, Josh & Pam Kensler, Gary & Bonnie Stotz, Dan Ottney & Rhonda Pence. 
Thank you!



  
From Marcia Dlugoleski, Jeff’s Family and Marcia’s family- Thank you Pastor Matt for the beautiful service and to the ladies for the wonderful luncheon.  It was heart warming and lifted our spirits to know how loved he was by all of you at church.  I know he was looking down, watching us with love and amazement.  
From Kayla Schwochow-Dear St. John’s, Thank you so much for the Scholarship, the Quilt, the Bible, and all your support and prayers!  Growing up here has truly changed me for the good.  My life has been centered around God and St. John’s has helped my grow in my faith so much!  I am so grateful to have such an amazing church family to surround me! 
From Macy Merrill-Dear St. John’s Scholarship Committee-Thank you for choosing me again to be a recipient of this scholarship.  It has completely covered the remaining cost of my tuition for the semester and has throughout the years, allowed me to complete my undergrad debt free.  I cannot express how much that means to me and how much of a relief it is to start my adult life unburdened by student loans. I’m eternally thankful!!
From Jena Humbert- Dear St. John’s Church Family, Thank you for granting me this scholarship, I am incredibly grateful for the support in allowing me to continue my education. Later this August, I will be attending Tiffin University and majoring in neuroscience, and although I have yet to decide in what direction this major will take me, I trust in God’s guidance to help me along. Thank you again. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS: 
August 30th -Blessing of the Backpacks: Both Services   Students, School Teachers and Workers, Sunday School Teachers, and Helpers are all invited to receive a blessing. 
September 20th- “Journey to Bible Land”   Family Sunday School- 9:15-10:15 up in the auditorium   All ages are invited to come for Games, Crafts, BINGO, Food, Fellowship, Learning, and Fun.  
September 27th:  Regular Sunday School begins. 9:15-10:15 , downstairs in the Parish House.  We would love to have you join us! 
October 11th-Stepping Stone Bible Class:  Just a heads up that we will have one introductory Bible class downstairs across from the kitchen, 9:15- 10:15am, for 3rd grade students and a parent or guardian. If you missed last year, you are also welcome to attend.   You will receive a letter around the middle of September with more details. 
Youth News!!
Confirmation Companions
7th and 8th graders and families—Are you excited for Confirmation? We are! You’re invited to join your fellow Confirmation companions from Noon to 1pm on Sunday, September 27th.  We’ll gather with leaders and share schedules, curriculum, meet and greet one another, and answer questions about Confirmation this upcoming year.  Youth, parents, grandparents—are all invited!  We’ll have worship and Sunday School that morning, too!  Come on out for that, and we’ll gather in the Youth Group Room from Noon to 1pm to go over all the nitty-gritty.  
Donuts and Disciples
Every Sunday morning, between services from about 9:15am until about 10:15am, we’ve got doughnuts and coffee and fellowship opportunities.  Come share life, faith, and friendship with one another.  Bring a friend.  Make a friend.  Be a friend.  It’s over the Meet ‘N Greet Room in the Parish House just (just outside the elevator and walkway.). Everyone’s welcome to share!  
          The next GriefShare will begin on Sunday, September 13th, 5:30-7:00 pm in the Parish House Lounge. It is a grief recovery support group where you can find help and healing for the hurt of losing a loved one.  This 13- week program utilizing a video, discussion, and workbook to help you deal with your grief.  Please see Debbie Cummings, Sharon Evans, Sue Lawrence, or call the church office if you have any questions.  You may also go to GriefShare.org to find additional information.

SEPTEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER!! 
September 3rd and 6th – Worship Services moves back to the Sanctuary. 
September 7th –Labor Day- Office Closed 
September 8th – 9:30 AM-Women of the Church Board Meeting 
September 9th -6:00 PM- Church Council Meeting
September 13th- 10:00 AM- LIFT Worship Service at Grace; 11:00 AM- Brunch; Noon- Set-up for Let’s Build Beds; 1:00 PM- Let’s Build Beds Event
**There will be no Worship Services here on September 10th or September 13th. 
		    5:30 PM-GriefShare Fall Session Begins
September 16th- 11:30 AM- Luther Lunch Bunch
		      6:15 PM-Bell Cleaning Party
September 20th -9:15 AM- “Journey to Bible Land” Family Sunday School in Auditorium
September 22nd – 7:00 PM-Thirsty Theologians-818 Club
September 23rd -Noon- Mid-Day Prayers
September 27th- Noon- Confirmation Meeting

LIFT NEWS
 BACKPACK BUDDIES- 
     For the 2025-26 school year the LIFT Backpack Buddies provided 1168 bags containing meal and snack items to 105 children and 38 families who attend Letz Elementary School.  
     On average 65 bags were packed on each of the 18 packing days.  The approximate average value per bag was $6.54.  The total value of all packed bags was $7,640.06.  
     The 8 Backpack Buddies volunteers from Grace, St. John’s and St. Mark thank you so much for your generosity through Thrivent cards, financial donations and especially the donations of items for the backpacks.  We plan to be back in the fall to begin year #5 of providing fool for families in need.  
     Meanwhile please keep our Blessing Box in mind when you do your shopping.  Karen distributes 40-50 bags per week to those in need in our community.  The Blessing Box tub is in the elevator entrance of the Parish House.    


SEPTEMBER 13TH – GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.  LET’S BUILD BEDS!
On Sunday, September 13th, we’ll gather with our LIFT friends (Living in Faith Together) at Grace Lutheran Church for worship, lunch, and a service project called Let’s Build Beds.  Last year, we had about 80 volunteers building beds for kids in need.  We finished building about 50 beds in a couple of hours.  The beds stay local for kids in need.  Here’s the schedule for the day: 
10:00am – LIFT worship service at Grace Lutheran (705 W. State St.) (We’re moving worship to Grace that day… no services at St. John’s.)
11:00 to Noon – A light lunch in Grace’s Dining Room before the build begins
Noon – Set up begins in the parking lot
1:00pm – The build begins with prayer, a blessing, and instruction.
Folks can come for any of these things… if volunteering to build beds specifically, please sign up with the sign-up sheet at the entrances, or call in to the church office, 419-332-7341.
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                                                                      Bake Sale



The Women of the Church will host a “BACK TO SCHOOL” Bake Sale   
Sunday, August 30th After Each Worship Service
They invite everyone to get involved!!  Drop off donations on Saturday August 29th between 10:00 – 2:00 PM to the Main Hallway of the Parish Hall, 
All proceeds will go to LIFT’s Backpack Buddies Ministry.  



