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Better Together
Let’s talk for a moment about something that’s at the heart of our journey as church together – serving others.  Whether it’s sharing meals with the homeless, offering Communion for homebound members, welcoming guests to worship, running the sound system, or showing up to clean up after a big church luncheon or dinner (bless those who clean the dishes, take out the trash and recycling, clean up the kitchen and sweep the floors!), serving others is at the heart of our lives as followers of Jesus.  It’s good for those we get to serve certainly.  But it’s life-changing for our own selves, too.
Why jump in and serve?  
It can feel inconvenient sometimes.  Weekends can feel like sacred time, and the church pews and rugs don’t just clean themselves, right?  Serving is always much more than just checking off an item on the to-do list though.  It’s about love.
“For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become servants to one another.  The whole law is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” (Galatians 5:13-14)
Christ came to serve, (Matthew 20:28).  We’re to have the same mind as Christ, (Philippians 2:5).  Serving Jesus honors Jesus, (John 12:26).
Serving others with great love meets physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual needs galore.  When Jesus fed the 5,000 (John 6), the people were hungry.  Jesus didn’t get preachy.  Jesus fed them.  And the people had an encounter with Christ through such gracious hospitality.  From filling backpacks with food for kids, to helping build beds on a Sunday afternoon a few weeks ago in September… from lifting your voice in the choir, to chiming bells in worship, to setting up for Communion, to sewing blankets, to holding the door for an elder, or helping teach kids about Jesus… or helping teach adults about Jesus… or offering good news for ones who want little or nothing to do with the church… even a small act of kindness can make for a great ripple effect.  Serving lets people know, “You’re important!  You’re valued!  You are loved!”  These actions of course point others to the One who is the True Servant… these actions point others to Christ.
According to a recent Gallup Poll, the number one reason people don’t serve isn’t because they don’t have enough time, or they just weren’t interested in helping others.  The number one reason?  It might surprise us.  They simply weren’t invited.  (news.gallup.com, April of 2026).  
Feeling unwelcomed, or like their partnership in serving won’t matter are major barriers to serving… and who we are as followers of Christ.  And yet, serving is at the heart of being church together… being the body of Christ together (1Corinithians 12).  When we serve others, we’re serving Jesus (Matthew 25:40… Truly I tell you, whatever you do for the least of these, you do for me.)
Sometimes, people think they’re signing up for a lifetime if they get involved in a particular area of the church’s serving ministries.  That’s not the case.  (I promise!)  Yes, you’re invited to serve.  And there’s no experience necessary.  Whether you’ve been a part of St. John’s for a week, or for your entire life, St. John’s is a church for you to be able to serve, and know the joy in serving others… and know the joy of Christ.  We’re a part of a whole team of churches called LIFT (Living in Faith Together), and all the people want to do find ways to serve!
Serving others isn’t about being perfect.  It’s about showing up with love.  It can be messy and exhausting and full of joy, too, all at once.  And it’s certainly one of the most realistic and practical ways we can share Christ with the world.  
There are continuously serving opportunities shared in the bulletin, in our newsletters, and welcoming tables around the church.  If you have a holy idea, or aspiration, or service project idea, do share!  We can share together.  Let’s go.  Let’s serve.  Let’s share Christ.  Serving Jesus with you,
Pastor Matt +
Council Highlights (from September 9, 2026)
Elders (chair, Pat Fleming)
+ Sending out greeting cards to families and households who participated in summer ministries and faith formation opportunities, encouraging and inviting everyone for fall opportunities.  Sunday School is starting up!
+ GriefShare beginning September 13th.
Deacons (chair, Justin Smith)
+ Welcoming Andrew Myers to the team.  
+ Seeking feedback on the possibility of passing offering plates during worship services.
+ Sharing conversation around Fresh Expressions – in particular, “Simply Church-Dinner Church” services and reaching neighbors in need.  
Trustees (chair, Tom Fishbaugh)
+ Installed speed bumps to slow down vehicles in the parking lot, serving congruently with our Safety Fellowship Team
+ Fixing leaks in the roof of the 707 Napoleon St. house.
+ Looking into the possibility of powerwashing the Parish House.
+ Looking into repairs around the exterior of windows in the sanctuary
+ Planning a walkthrough for the parsonage for parishioners on Sep. 27th, and updating certain areas of the house in need.
Finance (chair John Fritz, Treasurer Terry Wilhelm)
Total Income (YTD through August): $179,900
Total Expenses (YTD through August): $211,816
Total Deficit (YTD through August): $31,916
**Avg. worship attendance for a weekend in the month of August (Thursday night and Sunday mornings): approximately 120 people in-person each weekend, 52 more joining us online over Facebook Live.

From the Desk of Pastor Matt…
Dear companions in Christ,
St. John’s is currently experiencing a shortfall in our operating funds so far in 2026.  Rising costs have certainly contributed to the shortfall we’re experiencing through the end of August.  As of the end of August, we’re about a month’s worth of financial giving behind our operating expenses this year.  (We’re still in September as I’m writing this.)
Please know though, giving has been extraordinary this year.  St. John’s is a very generous parish.  Thank you for your generosity!  Expenses have been held in check.  We’re coming out of a summer lull.  Overall, we’re striving to serve more, with less.  Your gifts help with everything we do as a parish – enhance ministries to children and youth, reach out and serve our seniors, strengthen general operation and facilities maintenance and repairs, and much more.  
Our Finance Team and Council leadership are hopeful the final quarter of the year will position us for a strong 2027.  Thank you for your giving, your presence with us, and the many ways you serve and give to God. 
I’ve heard from some members that some in our congregation may be interested in giving directly to St. John’s from an IRA or other retirement funds.  This is a great way to give to the church and receive additional tax savings.  This can be accomplished by contacting our office manager, Karen Schwochow, (419-332-7341) or email, karen.stjohns@gmail.com. 
Please know, all these matters are held in my prayers.  And you, and those around you, are held close to heart and are in my prayers.  Please forgive me.  It’s not often that I write on these matters.  I felt drawn to it at this time.  St. John’s is a blessing to so many.  And God’s generosity is beyond compare.  We have all we need to serve God’s mission together.  Thank you for who you are.
Blessings this October,
Pastor Matt Wheeler
PASTOR’S REPORT
Celebrations!
+ Congratulations to Kenna Bower and Alex Ernsberger, celebrated the covenant of marriage at St. John’s September 4th.
+ Congratulations to Emma Jahns and Toby Reineck, celebrated the covenant of marriage at St. John’s September 19th.
+ A joyful welcome to new members joining us at St. John’s!
William and Taylor (and Aria and Ezra) Flegler;  Kaitlyn Powers (and Lucas, Levi, and Jackson)
Brent and Tami Rakestraw-Matthews;  Richard and Jeanne Morgan;  Andrew Myers
Don and Marian Steen;  Christ Wagner
You each shine the light of Christ!  We’re grateful for you and keep you in our prayers!
In our prayers-
+ The family and friends of Roxanna Smith
+ The family and friends Joyce King
+ The family and friends of Bea Nitschke
+The family and friends of Evelyn Wagner  
We give thanks to God for these dear saints of God who have joined the Church Triumphant.  For their lives, their faith, and the countless ways they’ve enriched our life together through faith, we’re grateful and rejoice over them!  May Light Perpetual shine upon them.  May the peace and promise of Christ be with them, and their families, always!
Blessing of Animals
On Sunday, October 4th, at 3:00pm, we’ll gather in the church parking lot along Clover Street for a blessing of animals.  All of God’s people and creatures of all varieties are welcome!  We’ll have bottled water and some cookies on hand.  We’ll gather in a circle in the parking lot, safely and responsibly caring for our animals.  And we’ll share a few minutes of prayer and blessing for these animals, and be sent in peace.  All of God’s creatures are a part of the good creation.  Let’s share God’s blessing for these animals who mean so much.  (Please keep animals on leashes, being aware of your animal’s needs and one another’s needs for safety.)

 LUTHER LUNCH BUNCH – will meet at Jimmy G’s on Wednesday, October 21st at 12:30 PM.  PLEASE let Carol Franks or the church office know if you plan to attend.
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES!!
Birthdays-   Emily Boroff, Judi Peto, Juanita Bennett, John Hetrick, Anita Moneghan, Dave Wilson,
Elaine Roosen, Gabbie McNalley, Sandy Elfring, Jeanne Wheeler, Linda Willis, Ellie Edminster,
Leslie Tooman, Jordan Fisher, Sara Kaltenbach, Debbie Schiets, Don Weickert, Casey Fisher, Connie
Dagg, Cindy Calmes, Dee Reinbolt, Patty Mills, Beau Baker, Barry Hawk, Jacquelyn Lease, Micaela 
Eberhard, Makhalia Ramirez.
Anniversaries- Dave & Linda Wilson, Joel & Amy Boling, Chad & Casey Fisher, Terry and Margie Fought, Kyle & Alisha King, Jay & Kim Bowers, Brent & Shari Bachelder, Meredith & Chris Williams, 
Steve & Tami Hottinger, Bob & Joy James . 

Thank you!



From the family of Roxie Smith- We would like to express our gratitude for the love and support from our St. John’s family.  Many, many thanks to Pastor Matt, Richard Morgan and the funeral luncheon ladies. 
From Nancy Whipple- I want to thank all my church family and friends for all the prayers, cards, and visits while I was recuperating from my knee replacement surgery.  Thank you to Pastor Matt for his visit and communion that he brought for Jack and me.  You all mean so much to us!
Women’s News!!
Thank You so much for your support of our Back-to-School Bake Sale! We raised a total of $584.00!!  All proceeds will be given to support LIFT’s Backpack Buddies Ministry.
UPCOMING DATES AND EVENTS-
***Again, this year we invite you to participate in Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes-shoeboxes will become available in the sanctuary as we get closer to the Christmas Season. 
***Our Women’s Annual Thankoffering Service will be on Sunday, November 15th. 
***The Women will host a Cookie Sale on December 13th!!  We are looking forward to everyone’s participation!
***On Tuesday, December 15th we will host our Annual Women’s Christmas Dinner at 5:30 PM.  All women are invited to join in and enjoy a wonderful meal and fellowship!
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS: 
Thank you to all who helped on Sunday, September 20th, whether with the children's sermon or the Family Sunday School. 
Regular Sunday School starts downstairs in the Parish House on September 27th from 9:15-10:15. We would love to have more young children attend. We will begin practicing songs for the Christmas Program in November. 
Stepping Stones Bible Study:  3rd graders are invited to attend with a parent, grandparent, or guardian on October 11th, from 9:15-10:15 across from the kitchen downstairs in the Parish House.   If your child was unable to attend last year, they are welcome to come this year.  The children will then receive their Bibles in church on October 18th at either the first service or second service. 
Youth News!!
5th Quarter for Jr. and Sr. Highers (Friday, October 9th)
Hi teens!  You’re all welcome to come hang out after the game on Friday, October 9th.  Head on over to St. John’s youth group room for our 5th Quarter event that night!  From 9:00pm to 11:00pm, we’re sharing free food, music, games, and plenty of space for your friends.  Whether you were out on the field earlier in the night, or the loudest fan, or if you even went to the game, it’s for you.  Come on out!  You’re most welcome to come and just ‘be.’  It's free.  It’s a great time.  Come!
Prayer at Mid-Day
Throughout October and most of November and December, you’re invited for a short prayer service in the sanctuary.  We call it Prayer at Mid-Day.  We gather to lift anyone and everyone in prayer.  We pray for you.  We pray for the world.  Richard Morgan and Bonnie Daniels serve and help lead us in song together.  It’s a time to re-center and renew at mid-week.  We gather from noon to about 12:20pm.  We’ll continue to gather with each Wednesday throughout fall.  If you’re home on Wednesdays, come!  If you’re working during the day, stop in if you’re on a lunch break!  If you enjoy smaller, quiet, and contemplative gatherings, come!  Prayer is a gift from God, that helps keep us in relationship with God.
Donuts and Disciples
Every Sunday morning, between services from 9:15am-10:15am, we’ve got doughnuts and coffee and fellowship opportunities.  Come share life, faith, and friendship with one another.  Bring a friend.  Make a friend.  Be a friend.  It’s over in the Meet ‘N Greet Room in the Parish House (just outside the elevator and walkway.). Everyone’s welcome to share!  
          
OCTOBER DATES TO REMEMBER!! 
October 4th – 3:00 PM- Blessing of Animals
October 6th – 9:30 AM-Women of the Church Board Meeting 
			6:00 PM-Executive Board Meeting
October 9th - 9:00 PM- 5th Quarter
October 11th- 9:15 AM- Stepping Stones Bible Study
October 12th- 5:30 PM-Abigail Circle
October 14th – 6:00 PM-Church Council
October 17th- 9:00 AM- Men’s Morning Crew
		Wedding-Eberhard/Baker
October 21st- 12:30 PM-Luther Lunch- Meeting at Jimmy G’s
October 23rd –Newsletter Articles Due
October 24th – 9:30 AM-Bible & Brewed Awakenings
October 27th- 7:00 PM-Thirsty Theologians

LIFT NEWS
‘God’s Work. Our Hands.’  Thank you!!
Thank you for all the helping hands for the ‘Let’s Build Beds’ service project on Sunday, September 13th with our LIFT friends.  Following our combined worship service at Grace Lutheran that Sunday morning and a light luncheon, over 80 people came together to volunteer and built over 50 beds in a couple of hours.  The beds will be given away to kids who are in need for a safe place to rest and sleep at night, a huge need.  Thank you!  You make a difference!                  
SYNOD NEWS
Growing in Faith Classes
Longing to grow in Christ?  Plant yourself in good soil!  Growing in Faith (formerly known as Diakonia) is a community of followers in the Northwestern and Northeastern Ohio growing in Jesus through classes, retreats, and a nurturing learning environment.  Classes are online, meeting on Thursday nights.  Classes include learning Worship Matters, Christianity in a Lutheran Key, Old and New Testament classes, Church History, Proclamation, Christian Caregiving and more.  Learn more: growinginfaithohio.org.  
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