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Praise and Thanksgiving
Then will your blessing reach every people…
   Freely confessing your gracious hand…
Where you are reigning, no one will hunger…
    Your love sustaining showers the land.
(verse 4 of Praise and Thanksgiving, ELW 689)

There’s never really a bad time… but this is as good of a time of year as any to reflect on our blessings – to give thanks and praise for our blessings.  We bless each other’s lives every time we meet each other in kindness and hope.  We can thank God for many, many things.  But especially… people.  Ones we encounter.  Ones who are, or who have been, with us in kindness.  Ones who have blessed us.  I hope we see it, especially this time of year.  Blessing isn’t something that we do or say.  It’s so much more than following up the sneeze with a ‘God bless you!’  Blessing is something we are to one another.  It’s relationship.  It acknowledges self-worth.  It’s being together in kindness and hope. 
These days and weeks leading up to Thanksgiving is a time to remember those who have attached words to us like, “May I help?” and “I’m right here,” and “Blessed are you…” to remember labels like ‘friend,’ ‘beloved,’ ‘special,’ ‘one in a million,’ and ‘heart of my heart…’ to remember the people who are, and who have been with us, in kindness and hope, letting us know in some way that we count, we matter.  From ones holding the door for us… to holding our lives in faith, hope, and love… to holding us in prayer… to… well… holding us.
Remember the people, especially those who are, and who have been, with us in kindness and hope.  It’s a treasure.  Continue to be a blessing.
In Christ with you,
Pastor Matt +
Harvest of Hope: From the Pastor
Dear friends in Christ,
Thank you for your generosity to St. John’s.  St. John’s is a very generous people… people who are committed to Christ.  I hear everyday how our shared ministry together brings hope and healing into so many lives.  Placing food items for backpacks for kids, aka “Backpack Buddies.”  Meaningful and uplifting worship services.  Donating food for the Blessing Box ministry.  Young people planning for youth Gatherings.  Partnering with churches to increase our overall ministry for the community with LIFT.  Baptisms.  Weddings.  Visitations.  Relationships fostered in faith.  Accompanying ones who are grieving.  And so much, much more of God’s work alive in and through the life of this church.  
Your gifts make the difference.  We celebrate your generosity.  It’s the way of Jesus.
Our Harvest of Hope generosity appeal in these days ahead is a way of saying ‘Thanks be to God!’ for you and for this church together.  Christ is seen and heard in you!  Come Sunday, November 15th, we’ll gather for worship renewing our baptismal promises together.  We’ll worship, and pray, and sing together.  We’ll have our annual Thank-Offering service.  (More information on our Thank-Offering service is also a part of this newsletter.)  We’ll celebrate Thursday night, November 12th as well.
In the days and weeks ahead, you’ll probably hear as well how we’re feeling the struggle as church like so many of us have been feeling at home.  We’re in a financial deficit at St. John’s of a little over $30,000 so far in 2026.  I see the commitment and love and hope in each other’s reflections as we gather for worship, planning, praying, and serving together.  I know God is with you, and up to powerfully good things in and through our partnership and lives of faith together.  
The potential for sharing ministry together is always enormous.  Potential becomes reality when we as God’s people throw off our fears, and step forward in faith.  Thank you for your generosity and your participation.  We need one another.
Thank you for letting Christ be seen in you!

Thank Offering Services
On Thursday evening November 12th, and Sunday morning worship services on November 15th, we’ll gather for our annual “Thank Offering” services.  While every gathering for worship is focused on giving thanks and praise to God, our annual ‘Thank Offering’ worship services are special opportunities to give to God.  Leading up to Thanksgiving, we’ll receive two special offerings for specific charitable projects within the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America):
- Women of the ELCA (WELCA).  The mission of WELCA is to ‘mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.’  Lutheran women have been gathering for mission in the United States since the 1800s.   We all owe much to our foremothers who responded to God’s call.  WELCA promotes healing and wholeness for women of faith throughout the world – physically, emotionally, and spiritually.  The organization offers advocacy for women throughout the world.  
- Katie’s Fund.  Named after Katharina von Bora (she would go on to marry Martin Luther in 1525), Katie’s Fund is a part of Women of the ELCA’s mission and purpose.  Katie’s Fund specifically offers grants to support programs, resources, and opportunities in leadership development, living theology, and global sharing.  Donations are often made in loving memory of mothers, grandmothers, and women of significance in one another’s lives.  
More information regarding the ministry of WELCA and the Katie’s Fund Endowment can be found at womenoftheelca.org.  You’re invited to bring special offerings for these services November 12th and/or 15th.  (Separate checks can be made to St. John’s, with ‘Women of the ELCA’ and ‘Katie’s Fund’ in the memo lines of those checks.  Loose offerings are welcomed, too.)  Everyone – all ages, backgrounds, and experiences – are welcome to give to these important church organizations and ministries.  (Please know, every penny given to God with love and faith to St. John’s is received in joyful gratitude and great care.) We’ll place these special offerings in well-built treasure chests and boxes near the baptismal font in the sanctuary, tying this day into our Harvest of Hope generosity appeal and renewing our commitment to follow Christ.
Let’s gather with thankful and thoughtful hearts as we draw near to Thanksgiving.  



SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING – For the 19th year St. John’s is honored to share our time to help others in our community.  We’ll be ringing the Salvation Army bells on Saturday, December 5 and Saturday, December 12 at Kroger’s.  Call Bette Kaltenbach at  
419-334-2246 to sign up for one hour of heartwarming service. To date St. John’s has collected $38,036.07 to help our neighbors in need.

PASTOR’S REPORT
Celebrations!
+ Tatum Payton Willey was Baptized on Sunday, October 4th.  She is the daughter of Dylan and Shelby (Banda) Willey.
+ Congratulations to Nathan Baker and Micaela Eberhard, they celebrated the covenant of marriage at St. John’s on Saturday, October 17th. 
[bookmark: _Hlk166838246][bookmark: _Hlk111623653]
 LUTHER LUNCH BUNCH – will meet on Wednesday, November 18th at 12:30 PM. for our annual turkey dinner in the Parish House Auditorium. If you are able, please bring a dish to share.  Carol will fix the turkey and dressing.  Bring an item for the Blessing Box if you can.  See you all there!!

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES!!
Birthdays-   John Fritz, Jim Willis, Kalli Vargas, Andrea Hirt, Aaron Smith, Braxton Bower, Andrea Schwochow, Corey Schwochow, Wilma Ohms, Oaklynn Zucker, Sandy Greunke, Peter Hilt,
Evan Baker, Rose Bowers, Becca Myers, Gary McNair, Adam Hirt, Bette Kaltenbach, Jodi Baker, 
Terry Wilhelm, Bridget Shiets, Ane Bixler, Sue Albrechta, Susan Sadowski, Kristen Smith, Karen Schwochow, Brantley Baker, Jacob Dagg.  
Anniversaries- Mike & Jodi Baker, Corey & Andrea Schwochow, Jay & Jody Bower, Chuck & Brenda
Russell, Steve & Bridget Shiets, Dave & Tina Kidd, Robert & Nicole Zucker, Dave & Nancy Goodman,
Matt & Michelle Merrill. 

Thank you!




From Liberty Center- We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude for your generous donation of $1,000.00.  Your support plays a vital role in our ongoing mission to provide shelter, hope and a new beginning to individuals experiencing homelessness in our community.   
From Lutheran Social Services- Thank you for your generous donation of $2,500.  You are serving God’s people, and you are appreciated. 
From Connie Warner-There are so many people to thank for keeping the landscape around the church and Parish House so beautiful this season.  They are all such a joy to work with and a blessing to our Church family.  The following gave of their time with weeding, watering, trimming and cutting down some trees and bushes: Brent Bachelder, Don and Ann Bixler, Bill Ebert, John Fritz, Ed Greunke, Kathy McCord, Anne Overmyer, Chris Wagner, and the Youth of our Congregation.  Thank you again and if anyone is interested in helping next year, please contact me at 419-355-7818.






Women’s News!!
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES- These boxes along with the message of Jesus are sent to children around the world.  They may be the only Christmas present these children receive. Boxes are available in the Narthex and the table near the Meet and Greet Room elevator.  Filled boxes may be placed in the large box below each of these tables.  Please return the filled boxes by November 10th. Please do not tape your boxes shut.  Either place a rubber band around the box or tie closed with string.  It’s heartwarming to see so many shoeboxes taken to fill to make a child's Christmas joyful. 
THANKOFFERING SERVICES will be held Thursday November 12th and Sunday the 15th.  Thankoffering and Katie's Fund offerings will be collected in the treasure boxes.  All of these two offerings are sent to our churchwide Women of the ELCA.
POINSETTIAS - If you would like to order a poinsettia in memory or honor of someone, their cost is $13.00 for a 6-inch pot.  There will be order blanks at the entrances to the church or you may call your order into Karen at the office.  The poinsettias must by ordered by December 6th.
ST. JOHN'S WOMEN will sponsor a bake and small craft sale on Sunday, December 13th after both worship services.  Items may be dropped off on Saturday December 12th between 10am and 2pm.  All proceeds from this sale will be donated to the youth to support their Gathering trip this coming summer.
CHRISTMAS QUILT RAFFLE - Tickets for this quilt (made by our sewing group) will be available to purchase starting November 15 and available after each worship service.  Ticket price is $1 a ticket or 6 tickets for $5.  All proceeds from the quilt raffle will be donated towards our youths' Gathering trip this summer.  The winning ticket will be drawn after the Dec. 13th bake sale.
ST. JOHN'S WOMEN'S CHRISTMAS DINNER will be held Tuesday, December 15th at 5:30pm.   All women are invited to attend a delicious meal prepared by our own Ann Bixler (served by our church men) and followed by a music group concert, fellowship, and fun.  Cost is $15; call your RSVP in to the church office by December 8th.





NOV. 15TH- SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS will be held from 5:30-7:00pm in the Parish House Lounge.   You will find support and practical tips to face holiday challenges for dealing with your grief.  This is separate from our regular GriefShare  group so you do not have to be a member of our current group to attend.  Light refreshments will be served. 
Hanging the Greens: Help Us Decorate the Sanctuary!
We’re looking forward to the wonderful seasons of Advent and Christmas.  And we need your hands and hearts to help prepare the sanctuary!
Join us on Sunday, November 22nd, right after the 10:30am service, as we gather to decorate the sanctuary into the warm and festive home it is in midst of the meaningful seasons lying ahead of us.  We’ll unpack ornaments, hang greenery, set up the trees, and prepare our space (and our hearts!) for the coming of Christ.
	When? Sunday, November 22nd, immediately following the 10:30am service
	Where? The sanctuary
	Who? Individuals, couples, and families of all ages (many hands make light work!)
Light refreshments and Christmas music will be provided.  Come share in fellowship, kicking off this meaningful time of year together.  Help us get ready to welcome our church and our community in this house of prayer.
Questions?  See Pastor Matt 

CHRISTMAS CARD “POST OFFICE” 
We would like to try starting a church Christmas card "post office" this year. We are hoping it will be a fun seasonal tradition where members exchange holiday greeting cards directly inside the church, saving money on postage while building community connections; especially for our homebound members.
How It Works
** Central Drop-Off: Starting in November, a Christmas [image: 🎄]card "post office" [image: 📬]will be set up in the hall outside the meet and greet room.
[image: ]**Use the bulletin board at the end of the hallway to post a Christmas card from your family to your church family. 
**Would you like to send a Christmas Card to a Homebound Member or a New Member?  Write the recipient's first and last name on the envelope.   
** Sorting: The church "post office" has 24 slots and will be labeled alphabetically. Place the card in the slot of the recipient's last name.
** Postage Donations:  Not necessary but you are welcome to make any donation amount or perhaps the amount of what you would have spent on stamps. Any collected donations will be used for items to contribute to the mitten tree. 
We would like to request and emphatically encourage members to take an extra few minutes to write cards for our Homebound/shut ins to let them know they are thought of and not forgotten. We'd also like to request cards for our newer members as well, to welcome them to our church family.   
The cards for the homebound shut ins will then be distributed the week of Christmas.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS: 
 Sunday School:  We will be practicing songs for the Christmas Program on Sunday, December 13th, beginning in November.    As soon as I finalize things I will get copies of the songs for you and then we will begin assigning parts.
Save the Date- Breakfast in Bethlehem is scheduled for Saturday, December 5th.  New activities are planned.
Stepping Stones Program:  Congratulations to Karlee King, Liam Kuehne, Levi Powers, Lucas Powers, and Andrew Schwochow for receiving their Bibles during worship on October 18th.
Mitten Tree:  It’s that time of year again to collect hats, scarves, mittens, and gloves for our mitten tree.  We take all sizes. The majority of them will be given to the Fremont City School children but some will also go to our Blessing Box and Pontifex. The tree will be up for the month of December.  You may bring items to the church office or leave them by the tree at the back of the sanctuary.
Youth Events!
Our Fifth Quarter events after the football games were an absolute blast, and we are so excited to announce that we’ll be bringing them back after select upcoming basketball games! Stay tuned for dates!
We also have a full lineup of service, fellowship, and faith-building events coming up this season:
November 15th - "Soup"er Grateful for Your Support!" (Previously the “Thanks-for-Giving Meal”) Join us as we gather for food, fellowship, and a celebration of gratitude. Following the 10:30 AM Worship Service- the Semi-Annual Meeting will follow the meal.  
November 15th (12:30 PM - 6:30 PM) — NWOS Eastern Conference "The Way of Love" Confirmation Retreat: Held at Grace Lutheran Church, this confirmation retreat will be a wonderful time for our youth to dive deeper into their faith journey.
November 20th at 5 pm — Buckeye Making: Get your sweet tooth ready! We'll be rolling up our sleeves to make everyone's favorite! Donations and volunteers are welcome! Go Bucks!  Donations and orders are due on Nov. 15th.
December 6th 1:30-5:30 — Salvation Army Bell Ringing: Let's spread some holiday cheer and give back to our community by ringing bells for the Salvation Army, at Walmart. We will need youth and families to sign-up to cover 1 hour time slots!
Looking Ahead to Next Year: We are officially in full preparation mode for the ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, Minnesota! Under the inspiring theme "Imagine More," our youth are getting ready for an unforgettable faith journey. Check our financial goal chart to see how we're doing towards reaching our financial goal to get to Minneapolis.
Thank you for your continued support and prayers for our youth ministry!
NOVEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER!! 
November 1st – All Saints Day
			Noon-Confirmation
November 3rd – 9:30 AM-Women of the Church Board Meeting 
			6:00 PM-Executive Board Meeting
November 9th- 5:30 PM-Abigail Circle
November 11th – 6:00 PM-Church Council
November 15th- Thankoffering Sunday/ Harvest of Hope
			11:30 AM-Thanks-for-Giving Meal
			12:15 PM-Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting
			12:30 PM-Confirmation Retreat-at Grace
			5:30 PM-Surviving the Holidays
November 18th - 12:30 PM-Luther Lunch- Turkey Dinner in Auditorium
November 20th –Newsletter Articles Due
			5:00 PM-Make Buckeyes-Auditorium
November 21st – 9:00 AM-Men’s Morning Crew
November 22nd –Pick up Buckeye Orders!!
Noon-Decorate the Church
November 26th- Thanksgiving Day
November 27th- Church Office Closed



Bake Sale   AND
Christmas Quilt Raffle!
selling Quilt Raffle tickets
November 15th -December 13th  
$1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. 
The winning ticket will be drawn at the end of the Bake Sale on December 13th. 
Bake sale items can be dropped off on Saturday, December 12th between 10:00-2:00 PM.
Proceeds from the bake sale and quilt raffle will be donated to our Youth to be used towards their Gathering Trip this summer. 
LIFT NEWS
TERRA COMMUNITY CONCERT CHOIR AND CHAMBER ORCHESTRA will be
at Faith Lutheran Church on Tuesday, November 10th, at 7:00 p.m. and will present us 
with Fall and Patriotic music to coincide with the 250th Anniversary of our country and 
Veteran’s Day. Please come and enjoy!

[image: ]

SYNOD NEWS
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH, 19225 Witty Road, Elmore, will host an event “Fresh Expressions” to Reimagine Church, to Reignite Christian Community, on Saturday, November 14th from 9:30-12:00 PM.  Please RSVP by November 7th to emilyinministry@gmail.com or call Ed Greunke-419-607-7359. 

      Please pick up after each service Ohio State/Michigan
St. John’s Lutheran Youth
2026 Buckeye Sale

$6.00 a bakers dz.

Sunday, November 22nd, or Between 9:00-Noon on November 21st. 

Name: _____________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________

**How many bakers doz. _________ @ 7.00 ea.
**orders on Sunday, Nov. 15th!!Proceeds will go toward Youth events…
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A Community Christmas Concert

n ¢ = Performed by The Toledo Symphony /
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. December 3,2026 at7pm_
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Ticket Sales begin October 18 and will be available in the church office.
Grace Lutheran Church ~ 705 West State Street, Fremont Ohio 43420




